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## 4185168028 : MAJOR MASS COMMUNICATION

KEY WORD : DHAMMA PROGRAM / CONTENT / FORMAT / DISCOURSE

AREEYA TAWEESAKSAKUL : CONTENT AND FORMAT ANALYSIS OF DHAMMA PROGRAM ON
TELEVISION B.E. 2542.THESIS ADVISOR: Asso.Prof. SIRICHAI SIRIKAYA, Ph.D.182 pp. ISBN 974-
03-0684-5.

The purposes of this study are: 1) To study format, content and function of Dhamma program on
television 2) To know factors influencing on format and content of Dhamma program on television. The
research method relies on content analysis of 5 Dhamma programs which are Cheewit Mai Sin Wang (Hopeful
Life), Bhudda Pratheep (Buddhist Light), Dhamma Wan Arthit (Sunday Dhamma), Pratheep Song Thang

(Light on the Way) and Kati Dhamma Nam Cheewit (Dhamma-Leading Life).

The findings are as follows: 1) The Dhamma programs have similar conventional format, i.e. talk or
conversation(Dhamma lecture or conversation of monks). Other styles of presentation such as documentary
or play are considered as supplement to make the program more interesting.These formats are designed to
be in accordance with content of Dhamma program emphasizing on serenity and make the rhythm of the
program slow and boring. The content of the Dhamma programs is explanation of Buddhist doctrine and its
application in daily life as well as Buddhist stories and activities. The content is dertermined by Buddhist
discourses, depended on both that of the Sangha Supreme Council of Thailand and others which are
revolutionary discourse focusing on education and revolutionary discourse focusing on meditation. Functions
of Dhamma programs are as follows: first, to follow policy of the television station and government. Second, to
instruct and give advice to the Buddhist to maintain goodness under Buddhist discourse together with
publicizing information on Buddhism and activities. Third, the latent function, to reinforce the stability of the
main institutes. 2) Key factors influencing format and content of Dhamma programs are 1. Producer’s point of
view towards Dhamma program and his/her connection with the monks 2.Lacking of sponsorship from
television station and other sponsors because Dhamma program is compulsory program according to state

policy 3.Attitude, knowledge and ability to present Buddhist content as well as statusof monk in Thai society

Department Mass Communication Student’s signature.............cooiiiiii
Field of Study Mass Communication Advisor's signature...........ocoiiiiiiii e

Academic Year 2001 Co-advisor signature...........ccocoviiiiiininnn.
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