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" Robert Chambers, Rual Development : Puszing. the Last First (London :
Longman, 1983), p.8s

People's Knowledge is located in people and only rarely written down
“Knowledge” refers to the whole system of knmowledge, including condepts, beliefs
and perceptions, the stock of knowledge and the processes whereby it is required,
augmented, stored, and transmitted.
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for what? IDS Bulletin Vol10..Nr.2, 1979, p.44

The description, indigenous knowledge is largely defined interms of socio-
.economicmdépaﬁqlbmﬁon.kisrwwdandembeddmmspeciﬁcsocialgmups.
It may come from outside, but is “being store, coimmunicated and used by its
members to serve some purpse in relation to productive activity within society.
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"Damrel APosey, “Indigencus Rights to Diversty” Enviionment 36.
(October 1998) : B,

indigenous knowledge system (IKS) describges the totality of information,
practices, beliefs, and philosophy that is unique to each indigenous culture. Such a
system may be commonly held within & community or indigenous society, or it may
be know only 1o specialists, tribel elders, or lineage or ‘gender-groups.
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“Amaldo K. Ventura, “Integration of Modern and Traditional Technologies for

Developrment, TFDA Dogsier 46 (Mazch-April 1985) : 44.

..... One of the chief distinguishing features.. is their foundation in Jocal traditions,
mores and customs, because they have evolved over considerable periods of time to suit local
conditions and purpose. Traditiona! technologies are so well fitted to local skills and available
resources, ...They have become & way of life instead of just means towards generating a living.

Since most of these technologies predate the scientifie era, they are the empirical
resuits of socio-cultura] and environmental demands and ‘therefore, have transcended mere
economic imperatives. ‘

Many traditionsl technologies are vet to be fully expisined scientifically, but they
are socio-culturally compatible, scology sound, suited 1o Tenewable forms of anergy, low capitel
outlays end high labour content. They depend on human skills as well as home, or village,
base production. The smsunng products are therefore unsophisticated and geared to serve
limited and special market. .

Althoungh the skills required ate Mdy simple and easily acquired, the persons
t.hesg technologries engage are usuelly wall known end respected in their cornmunity; thereby
‘providing a good measure of social cohesion and personal satisfaction. Essentially, traditional
technologies are the foundation of agraran sconomics which snll support 60% of the world
population. They support zituels and agriculture, provide food, feed, clothing and shelter and
maintain health in many areas.

Traditional technologies have dnfommately not evoled at a pace to satisfy “
the demands of ever expanding prpulations,...consequently, they are falling into disrepair and -
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13Uniuacl Nation Univérsity, Reserch g
Project Mesting Report, Addis Ababa, Ethiopie April 1977. . 18.

The technologies used by the traditional sector are base very largely on
empirical knowledge, which is essentially transmitted by verbal tradition end which
is the result of centuries of struggle to survive. This knowledge comprises a great
amonnt of useful information conceming the physical environment and on ways to
use it to provide the essential needs of life. Its Jack of a scientific base, however,
make the technology it generates essentially static, with very little capacity for
reaction in the face of rapid changes.
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... ITK [Indigenous technical knowledge] UANANIMINENNFRS
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“Michael Howes and Robert Chambets, “Indigenous Technical Knowledge :
Development (Boston : University Press of America Inc,, 1980) .329-330

-.JTK |indigencus technical knowiedge] different from science in that it only
encompassed areas of direct practical valus.

The mode of ITK , on the other hand, is ‘concrete’ and relies almost
exclusively on intuition and evidence directly available to the senses.
| ITX...a8 & closed system, is characterized by a lack of awareness that there
may be other ways of regarding the world. This is not to say that ITK does not
change, but rather that those changes which occur are in neerly all instances
comperable to the achievements of what Kuhn (1962) termed 'noﬁnal science’, or to
the detailed working out of relatively minor ‘puzzies’ within and established
‘paradigm’ of thought.
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*Damell A.Posely, “Indigencus Rights to Diversity” Enwirsnment : p 8

waditional eculogical knowledge (ITK) describes those aspects of an indigenous knowledge
systemn that are directly relatad to the manegement and couservetion of the environment As one
researcher put i, traditiomal ecological knoeledge is “a body of knowledge built by a gropr of people
through generations living in close contact with nature. It includes a system of classification, a set of
empirical cbservations about. the looml environment, and a system of selfmanagement that governs

3
rescurce use.”
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“Biological diversity” means the variability among living organisms from all
sources including, inter alia, terrestrial, marine and other aquatic ecosystems and the
ecological complexes of which they are part; this includes diversity within species,
between and of ecosystems.
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213 ONNMNUUSEATNUL DALY (Indigenous Pecple)
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™

# 4 Macmilian Dictionary of Anthropology ‘lﬁ'lﬁmwwmwmw
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: 28
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#a Harper Collins Dictionary of Sociology 1o Weamamsnseasm
Fudiaelin
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Fufvid... Tuusiauitu eweidty ond Wwdhathwam
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2 Cherlotte ' Seymour Smith, - Macmilan Dictionary. of Anthropalogy
(London : Macmillan Press Lid, 1988), p 149.

indigenous : When épplied to populations this term refers to the original
inhabitionts of am area thich has subsequently been occupied by migrants
“Devid Jary and Julia Jery, ‘The Harper Colling Dictionary of Sociology
(New York : Harper Colline Publishers, Ltd, 1891), p 231.
Indigenous group : any ethnic group originating and remaining in an
area.. Native Americans, aboriginels, and Marmris are all examples of thenic
groups... and who have retained their distinetive identities.




The World Council of Indigenous Peoples 16 MamsmMsneay
TuHWSEN (Indigenous People) 1
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Broad Intemational Acceptance ¥ 13 IMBYNIYTBIAMIILINM
TIMTNLTUNETEIMAMSIDIAY MG (Intemational  Labow  Organisation’s
| 3 J -
Indigenous and Tribel Peoples Convention) M#afNaa (Agreement) T 1989 Fofiaifiu
lnsTIINgInETTREmeRiiufe i nsnmansTaoriRlies  laaly
winfnmonaufisudumusioskih
suudiasharmh ndsmaea o flanmien Jemrssiuay
wisngTaTisinuemEINEEY 9 Iugamisenranesiu  uas
- -l -, & - - T Y]
Rovussnudien ndl npinasiany viasuladeiiiees

*World Concil of Indigenous People, Presumed Dead “But Still Useful as &
Human By product” (Ottewa : Canade, 1893) p2, quoted in Damell A Posey,
“Indigenous Rights to Diversity,” Environment 38 : 8. ~

Indigenous peoples : Population groups who from ancient times have

inhabited the lands where jthey] live who are aware of having a character of
[their] own with social traditions end means of expression that are linked to the
country inherited from [their] ancestors, with a language of [their} own and having

certatin essential and uniqur Characteristics which cenfer upon |[them) the strong

Conviction of belonging to a people who have an identity in [themselves] and
should be this regarded by others.
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3‘1In1;emationa1 Labour Orgenisation Convention 169 : Convention
Conceming Indigenous and Tnbal “Peoples in Independent Countries,” in
Intemational Legal Materials 28 = (1989) quoted in Darrell APosey, “Indigenous
Rights to Diversity”, Envitonment 38 : 8. '

People mdxgenous is they ere tribal peoples in Countries where social
cultural and economic Conditions distinguish them from other sections of the
national Commnity and where their station is regulated (wholly or paryially) by
their own ocustoms treditions, special_hws, or regulations. People are also
considered indigenous if they regard hemselves or are regarded by others as
indigenous on account of their descent frmﬁ the populations that inhabited the
country (or the geogrouphical region to which the country belongs) at the time of
conquest, colonization or the estabilishment of the state’s present boundaries and
who irrespective of their legal status retain or wish to retain some or all of their
own social, economic spirtual, cultural and poltical characteristics and
institutions. Lastly the Convention stipelates that a group’s self-identification as
indigenous oi tribal should be regareded as a fundamental criterion or determining
to whom tis provisions should apply.
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“Biological resources” includes genetic resoureces, organisms or parts thereof,
* populations, or any other biotic component of ecosystems with a etusl or potential
use or vahe for humamty
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ayfigriwmsenammaemgunw e 2 9TIR 10 “Genetic

Iesources” means genetic material of actual or potential value.

* ayfyrhtheRTmmmIREMEA anem 2 730 9

“Genetic material” means any material of plant, animal, microbial or other
origin containing functional units of heredity. '
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