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## 4474110025 : MAJOR HOUSING

KEYWORD : CONTAINERS TO LIVING SHELTER / CONTENERS APATRTMENT
GRIDSNUPHON BUDSPARUARG : CONVERSION OF CARGO CONTAINERS TO LIVING
SHELTER : A CASE STUDY OF TAWEESAP APARTMENT THSIS ADVISOR : TRIRAT
JARUTACH, THSIS CO-ADVISOR : ASSOC. PROF. CHAWALIT NITAYA,D.ARCH., 123
pp. ISBN 974-17-2063-7

Currently, old and out —of —use cargo containers are used as living shelters. This was an

innovation during the 1997 economic crisis to help low-income earners have a place to live in.

This study is based on interviews with the project owner and the residents in 23 shelters
in the project. The main purpose of this study is to research the conversion of cargo containers into
living shelters including the living conditions. One person resided in most each of the shelters.
Lightweight furniture which could be easily arranged was used. An other point worth studying was the
residents’ socio-economic background. Most of them were private company employees. They
commuted either by their own cars or in their friends’ cars. The friends were those who passed by their
offices or worked in the same office. Observation, informal conversation, recording and photography

were also used as research tools.

It was found that to convert cargo containers into living shelters, many factors should be
taken into account. These were transport of, the use of large equipment, experts operating such
equipment, good planning to shorten the construction period, laws which have not yet legalized this
kind of housing and problems arising from modified containers. Such problems included factors such
as cooling on a heating, the limited space and leaks. To solve the heating problem, insulation should
be installed and a high roof should be built. Besides, the eaves should be lengthened and the floor
plan should be drafted according to the directions of the wind and sunlight. Those who have to live in

the containers have to adjust themselves to the small space.

The cargo containers can be modified into temporary shelters. The government can use
them in case of emergency. They can also be used as temporary housing for workers since they are

easy to transport. However, they pose some limitations to be considered before their being used as

housing.
Department of Housing Student’s signature
Field of study Housing Advisor’s signature

Academic year. 2002 Co- advisor’s signature
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