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PEERASAK CHAIDAISUK ;| BANDITS IN THE CENTRAL PLAIN DURING THE
GREAT REFORM UNDER KING CHULALONGKORN. THESIS ADVISOR

CHALONG SOCNTRAVANICH, 195 pp, ISBN 974-17-1432-7

This research sims o sludy bandits in the Central Plain during the Great Relorm
under King Chulalongkom, focusing on the causes leadng to the increase ol bandits.
tactors suslainng the existence of bandits, as well as on the governmant measurgs for a

solution,

The research finds that the increase of bandits during he penod under sludy was
a direct resull of the rapid expansion of rice economy. A deficiency of certain means ol
production, such as buffaloes and capital, caused a widespread robbary of such means
of production. However, under lthe long stanang patron-client relationship, many
‘practicing’ bandits during the pre-reform days came under protection of authorities and
could live heir normal lives in the society. After the 1892 administrauve reform, the
government imposed stringent measures o soive the ‘bandils’ problem. But such ‘clean-
up' attempt dunng the reign of Chulalongkom found very lille success clue mainly to the
parsistence of the patron-client relationstug and the administrative inefficiency of the now

government sysiem.
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