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This thesis is a study of meanings and concept of the word ‘Paccekabuddha’ as presented

in the Buddhist Canon and its commentaries.

The texts, canonical as well as commentarial, define the Paccekabuddha as a person who

gains enlightenment by himself as the Sammasambuddha. He is considered to be second only to the

Sammasambuddha because he is not an omniscient and does not possess the Ten Powers of the Buddha.

He is different from the Arahats because he attains his enlightenment by himself.

A person has to perfect his merits for two uncalculable kalpas plus ten thousand kalpas in
order to become a Paccekabuddha. He prefers to be alone, living apart from the society, roaming around
unattached like the rhinoceros’ horn.

Gleaning from what is said about the Paccekabuddhas in the past we see the concept of a

man leaving his home, family and society as a recluse. A practice probably is not acceptable in ancient
brahmanical society. A person aspired to be a Paccekabuddha is said to be of great intellectual power and

has met and heard the Dhamma from many Sammasambuddhas but somehow does not attain enlightenment

in their teaching. When he has perfected his Parami, and experienced something conducive to

enlightenment; he will become a ‘Buddha’ without having met a Sammasambuddha. We also find stories of

persons, for examples King Ajattasattu and Devadatta, who are predicted to be a Paccekabuddha in the

future because of their true.repentence after having committed the anantarivakamma. This shows that in the

Buddhist Law of kamma, a person who commits bad kamma can improve oneself by good kamma and
thereby gain enlightenment.

A Paccekabuddha as described in the canonical text also has contact with people. He
teaches but does not establish the Sangha and does not prescribe the rules to govern the Sangha. He is

also said to be the field for people to cultivate their merits.
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