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This thesis aims at clarifying the concept of rebirth in Theravada Buddhist Ethics. The
study shows that there are two meanings of rebirth used by Buddhist scholars. The first
explanation is psychological, stating that rebirth is a process occuring in the mind.The second
explanation is metaphysical, claiming that rebirth is not the mental phenomena but really exists
as described by the texts. From the study, it is found that the psychological interpretation of
Buddbhist ethics is not enough to cover the whole teaching of the Buddha and it makes Buddhist
ethics cannot provide the idea of justice, and lack the power to convince people to follow. So it
can be concluded that the concept of rebirth as actual events is important and necessary in

Theravada Buddist Ethics.
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