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KEY WORD : TOPIC SHIFT / DISCOURSE / THAI CONVERSATION
NITAYAPORN TANASITISURACHOT : TOPIC SHIFT DEVICES IN THAI
CONVERSATION. THESIS ADVISOR : ASST. PROF. KRISADAWAN HONGLADAROM,
Ph.D. 345pp. ISBN 974-17-2641-4

This study is aimed at comparing and contrasting topic shift devices in two types of Thai
conversations: television programme interviews and casual conversations. It is found that topic shifts in
Thai can be classified into three categories according to turn taking, namely old turn topic shift, new turn
topic shift, and overlap topic shift. In addition, they can be categorized into three types based on
coherence or topic maintenance, namely coherent shift, renewal shift, and noncoherent shift. Five other
types of topic shifts based on meaning of new topics include self-oriented topic shift, other-oriented topic
shift, self/other-oriented topic shift, environmental topic shift, and general knowledge topic shift. The
result of frequency analysis shows that new turn topic shifts occur more frequently than other types of
turn topic shifts and occur both in interviews and casual conversations. Overlap topic shifts, on the other
hand, occur only in the latter type of conversation. Coherent shifts are found to characterize interviews,
whereas noncoherent shifts occur most in casual conversations. Other-oriented topic shifts are found to

appear most in interviews and environmental topic shifts in casual conversations.

Three topic shift devices are found to characterize Thai conversation: word/phrase devices,
sentence/utterance devices and implicit devices. The result of frequency analysis matches the hypothesis
of the study in that sentences devices occur in interviews more than in casual conversations, whereas the
other two types of devices occur more in casual conversations. The result of the study concerning the
relationship between topic shift types and topic shift devices contrast to the hypothesis. Topic shift
devices do not correlate with topic shift types but correlate with types of conversation. The majority of
topic shifts in interviews use word devices and sentence devices respectively, whereas the majority of

topic shifts in casual conversations employ word devices and implicit devices respectively.
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a I
241 Henyveailsziau

Uszifiu Ae  esddsznoudiunieuesdss TeansetSanniuaasinise loauaas

U5z Toa nSedSunnuaazilSanan dueudodues s (Li, 1976)

1 < I~ o
Us11azga (Brown and Yule, 1983) Tauialsziduseniilu 2 szau Ao
< o & {
) Yszuseauilselon (sentence topic) tHuunuveudiorludszlon Tagilselon
~ k4 1 A < dy [ I @
Nosnsenoy 2 diune Usziuuazilon (comment) Tumweidengulszauszavilselon

Y
wnazeglugivesnuialuninilszsiusubject) dauiioregluniaudas (predicate) 151
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(6) John / ran away.
o ' { <] : 1 o 1 '
A1081397 (6) “John” An Ysziinvesilsz Teadvegludunialszsuveslse Ton diu

Y 1
“ran away” Ifuiilovve s Tendsegludmmisnauanveals: Ton

2 v (a < { a <
2) dszauseaulsamn (discourse topic) Wunpuveutomlulsunn Usuau
o a = " Y < =1 A o 1 A I A A A A a 3
seavdsamniailaduiissunanill  sawmilewiludeseamTesounveslsunaniu
% @ g { o { @ 4 I a QEJI
¥z 185 umsveneanuaraiiemininaus lugivelse TeanszneurududulSunmiu
13U
7 LANTAU ISLAND
You’ll find some of Hong Kong’s most dramatic surprises on Lantau pristine beaches,
dense forests, stunning hikes and a giant Buddha. Lantau is twice the size of Hong Kong Island
and much of the land is designated as Country Park. Ferries travel to the most popular parts of the
island, and transportation is crowded on weekends.
@ 1 A 3 A 1 v a dy < dy A < = Y
AIDYNN (7) 'l]iziﬂﬂﬂﬁﬁhﬂﬂliﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂuclu‘]_li‘ﬂm“ﬂu!JJum’f)‘l”i'm"llﬂ']ﬂﬂigmulﬂﬂ’mﬂ

“NIZAUNT

a L4 = <]
2.4.2 UMM IEHMsilasuilsaau

av Y H <3 o a I {
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a 4 A < @ a aw @ 4 1 @ 49’
AAT1MsasulseauszaulsannInnuIWIBIUNNIEIMAAT 4 MU A9

= a a . . J a3 o a =

Auuutazslimeay (Keenan-and Schieffelin; 1976) 1@U® sziauszaulsaunany
o 9 A = o v A Y ) '
anvaztuvenNy (proposition) wmmuamagaiwwmu,mmmmwmmiﬁuay‘alwn Iﬂfl

I 3 1 ' @ ' o
Uszipminsgiimsauasszninndamsnaluzlvesgdosiiniu-aou (question-answer
pairs) 13003 193U muuaaamasonled (cohesive devices) AIAI0619N (8) uaz (9)
Y
a1/t
(8) (Keenan and Schieffelin, 1976: 339)
Mother : (Trying to put too large diaper on doll, holding diaper on)
Well we can’t hold it on like that . What do we need? Hmm?

What do we need for the diaper?

Allison : Pin.
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% oA % ' Ao = s A A @ =
A1eN  (8)  WaavewwiuazueadduimIyedlszaunaetiesiy  Taoll

v o Jo 19 o ~ @ 3 A .
anuduiusiulugilvesgaesmoiu-nounediulseiduizes “we need something for the

diaper”

9) (Keenan and Schieffelin, 1976: 340)

1 Allison : (Looks in box, finding calf) cow.

2 Mother : A cow!

3 Allison : (holding calf) moo.

4  Mother : Moo, cow says moo.
o 1 ~ = < = o A Y] £ A d? o Aa o =
AIDYNN (9) uﬂizmummﬂmmﬁ “ARE “]NﬁiJﬂluiuWﬁﬂﬂl@ﬂlmﬁaﬁu 1 LLaguUMIaIu
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1Y Y] 4 9 1 I~ a <3 [ 1

mmamwuﬁ“l/mmummwmﬂizmwﬂﬁzmummmzﬂnmuiwum& LB
(10) (Keenan and Schieffelin, 1976: 340)
1 Mother : Well we can’t hold it on like that . What do we need? Hmm?
2 What do we need for the diaper?
3 Allison : Pin.
4 Mother : Pin. Where are the pins?
5 Allison : Home.

Y 1 { ] A < o ! v A o

Moe1e (10) 1y 4 lAsulszmuinmidesmsdoyalminedtt “Where are the

. 1 3 o ldyd g A A dy <] a 9 o

pins” Lmﬂizsmmmm"lwumﬂuﬂﬁzmummmmmmmuaﬁ”|sumﬂszmumml,ammmﬁa
D) A v ) 3 a L N 8 Ao
VoyaluoNnau (presupposmon) mﬂﬂizmumﬂummmm ANUUIIDDINN 2 ﬂizmuumyﬂu
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] ~ < a dgl A A I~ A 1 [ A [
drumsnlasulszauazinavudoimaauedszauInin lidanuaeiloany
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~ 1 1 A a3
walai ilianuaoioswe sz

{ I 4 { § <3
uwauuuazing® (Planalp and Tracy, 1980) laansizrnyaniimanlasuilszmuly

9 1 % 1 9 A v A 1
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J ' ' = <3 a £ A A ' < a
Ta373 (Crow, 1983) na1 msnlasulszauszinavuiie lulimsanuaeilszinumy
= 1 P ya 1 [ Ao [ =] a 1 9
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NIUATIEHUALAANUUNTUNUINNHANANUFIAAAD (FU 819N (11) uag (12) mllﬂu
(11)  (Crow, 1983: 141)
A : 1think Imight take a bath this morning.
B : Itook one last night.
1Y 1 A QBJ} [ @ 1 < A « :’ 9 @
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B #1m3 148191 “one” Lﬂugﬂgmmmmmﬁmuﬂ@ﬂizmumﬂwaﬂmm A

(12)  (Crow, 1983:141)
1 A : She wants a key to the house?
2 B: Mm Hm
3 A : Really?
Frodndt (12)  dwdheebidsngglumuaaimsisenToalssfiu  udmunse
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159 1) Z'Ju,ummnmu PRI GIGE,
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A108199 (13) AUWIHAAVDINTY 153 IUDINAAVDIDD 157 UMIWADIseiAuFoq
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4
2) INAURNNAUANNHLY
Y2 o 9q ¥ Yy [ ' A .
Aave1d1dnganuasandeslundnmsanusiuiiolumsaunin (Cooperative
a ' @ o 1 < a
Principle) GRIGEE (Grice, 1975) mﬂizﬂaﬁﬂﬁwmimnmaﬂﬂﬁwvﬂiﬂfmammﬂizmumu
' Y A = S a &
g tagHan lanumsnlasuilszgunayu

a wva

o ' = [~ 9 ' o 91 A o Y
nanmMsnNuIwe lumsaunutureliaswnuvesdsmauniunezilinms
aunnduiu lledreswiu Usznaudlenyg 4 o Ao
Y a % ! = 9 Y A 9 a
n. NRA TN (maxim of quantity) A0 13 i Iddeyaunyiedoenuli
Y . . A A A g a 1 A Ay 1a
U, NRAIUAUNIN (maxim of quality) Ap MINA ludsmiluass uaz lunaludein Tl
NANTIUNEIND
Y k4 s % = Y 9 v A ~
A, NYAUANNADAAADY (maxim of relation) A® MIYAlHdOARADINVITEIN
AUNUINUOY
9 [ - = a A A a A
4. ARAIUAMANYAUL (maxim of manner) B MINANIAEIANNAQUIATO HANIAYA
AN WA lENIETU LAz WA AN
Yo o Y 9 ) a 4 ' S Ay 1y Yo
Arveaz 1dngauanuasandowniningimsdiuasiszmun lilatai
Aotoanunnglunuumnd  uadusaeyanu laninanurnendswauniundnayaig
<] [ l [}
UszidufeInued 11
(14)  (Yule, 1995: 44)
Bert : Do vegetarians eat hamburgers?
Ernie : Do chickens have lips?
Y] 1 A = 1 A o Aovaa 4 Y A [] ~ P
f106190 (14) 1winow “auiithuiadsanuenesines lanie lu» unuiieesil
a 1 LY o Aa =3 = 1 Y 1=
1A UUYIAT IA8ATII “Of course, not!”  uanaUMMMFUToufioun “uda lntidn
A [ £ A = 1A g = ld?’ T 0 ' = = Y ~
w30 laz” Fallmaneddlnntuuadlnidun sadumsihlauaSeuieunuaun
IS @ ava [ 09.:’ 2 A 19 o @ sl Y 1 A v
Wuieasa  Aniuedenesi lundaue uoes HIAINTEANABIADIHBININANINHNIYNY
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DoofUBUDIN
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manlasulszauilulsingmsaiviinlumsaunnniinamnmaas luaalsemea
= Ay o L] Y 4! aov 1 ] Y a 4 cs'
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qul Yaw 1 o A < a .
nanua Avemunmssunlszmnuesamsnasuilsz@uvesanumina (Svennevig, 1999)
I a A s 3 A A v v o '
Wunaanauysaltaziiluszuumnninga H0991NUEA IR UANNTUNUTIEHINMS

A 4 o P A A 2 D) 2o A
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52101 3 AU A0 MUSNIHUZHEA AUANNFURUTIUUTLAUAY 1Az UANUNRIIEUDI
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Uszinnueamsnlasulszaumeadu@en fs dauanuduiusnulszauay RLCERT

=2 P~ < 3 1A 2 S = [ dy
miﬁﬂmm‘igﬂaﬂuﬂizmuﬂumaﬂmumﬂwuumwazmmmu

wnaewuazusa (Schegloff and Sacks, 1973) l@dAnwinadtmstlamsauniing

9 9

v 1 4 { <3
TnsAniuaznu WedwadeInsaumsaunuvieassmanlaoulszaulumsauniuiozl
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) d Y A < v 1 Ao Qo
fﬂiclf]fﬂahlﬂVl'NﬂT]sﬂ!,‘]Ju‘gﬂL‘iN@luﬂlﬂﬁﬂWiLﬂﬁﬂuﬂigmu IﬂﬂﬂﬁllﬂﬂﬂﬂaTJiJaﬂBﬂ!glﬂuﬂ'm@‘U
o ' & (T ¢ v o ¢ '
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Uszifu 1y
(15) (Schegloff and Sacks, 1973: 250)

1 B : Areyou watching Dakta:ri

2 A : No:no

3 B : Oh my gosh Officrr Henry is ul locked in the cage wi-(0.4) wi’the lion, hheh.
((And several minutes later, the caller initiates the closing with))

4 A ’ OKkay, I letcha go back tuh watch yer Daktari.

@ 1 { 9 9q 9o [ a o IR
A298197 (15) AN A 4 1@lFMmeusy “Okay? TumstamsaunuimaInsinnas

v &g < < o ¢ ! o o 1 A o
Tuaazi@ernunilumslasulszauaniosdamigui B mauamniuseswesdagyaies

a a [ { <
Auvuaz 3ieS 1 (Keenan and Schieffelin, 1976) laAnudnyaigmsilasuilsziau
1 V] ] { < [
Tumsaununszrnindlvgiudn  Tasudslsznvesmsnlasulszmueomiu 2 Uszian
v o do & a A = < y A . . .
MuANNANRUTAVYsZIRwAN A M3rlasul)szAuuugeuTed (Re-introducing Discourse
. = < a4 A ' . . .
Topic) uazmstlasudszidunuuaswsoslvu (Introducing Discourse Topic) — HONIN
u’j a a o Y [ { I ! <]
anuuezsiwleauds ldendedegnnlniuna lnmsuldeuszmuinalszian
1 concerning..., as for..., getting back to..., like you said before... Lmzﬁﬂﬁﬁl%'gﬂﬂm”lﬁ

Y a 3 A o A vy Vo w = < . L.
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remarks) 1¥U | am sorry to change the subject but..., Not to change the subject but... Hsolms
o { [ 1 ]
lgmisenanueaula (attention getting devices) uaasmslasuilszaulvg wu hey !, listen !,

look !, wait !

: , . )
uwauuiazms® (Planalp tag Tracy, 1980) lautalseanvesmsnlasuiszau
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nasuilszaueenlaiu 4 1szan Ao msuldeuganiu (Immediate topic change) M3fdou

A . B A 3 A v A Y . .
1304 (Earlier topic change) N3 wagualsziawneanuFuaaou (Environmental topic change)

Yaw <

wazmsulasusealva (Unspecified topic change) @3veifiuimMsuilsemnnaananded

U
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ANUHADNAINUDY  UBIVINUNTNNNUNANINTNNUTDUTILIADNLUTN !,m'imuh!,ﬂu
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W 4 dszamin duavelimialdnalnuaasmanldendsyiaulu 2 dnvag 1dud msldsl
ampuaasmaldsudszifuuazms hildgnmlan  TasnalniildgUamuuaasmanlaon
g & a 1 c A o '
Usziauiueeianunmnelunanthmsilasulszaulasnss ¥y “This has nothing to do

B

with what you were just saying but...’ H3o “Going back to what you were saying earlier about
fine wines®  mi3ldguUnipifiganuildilensadhlo @i ndumsnasudsadu
feadusesezls dauntslildglmeiudnuasveimgadnlszidulnilas lifiglamn
Taquansmslaoulszidu w

(16) ~ (Crow, 1983:147)

1 F : And they were telling about a show __ uh, a new movie with — about a guy who — was in

2 Howard Hughes’s will or something (2.0)

3 Just an ordi |nary

4M: —* Did you wanta cut your hair?

5 And make it look short.

6 F : I'wasn’t planning to but I feel I like it.
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(17)  (Crow, 1983: 149)
1 F : [It’s up to you, whatever you feel comfortable with
2 M: Wellldon’t feel comfortable with =
3 = Oh no more milk. ((opening refrigerator))
4 F': Then what’re you gonna do it for?
v 4 A 4 < A o -
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nazgnpanaoadi Inseaieszaud 78 wioiszloan 1@ 1 Well, By the way, One

more thing, “Getting back to the subject...” tazdannNguavziimsldna lnuanarenulums
' - ' f ' (]

nasulszwunaazlszion wu Tumsul@euganiuernldna’ln wu I tell you what,” “One

more thing,” “Before I forget,” “Speaking of ...” w3elumsfowsestimsldnaln 1wu

“Anyway,” “Like I told you,” “As I was saying,” “Now, where were we?”
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(18)  (Ainsworth-Vaughn, 1992:421)

1 D : Okay, I'm just going to remove your gown here.

2 P : I always think it’s in the back.

3 D : - Yeah we put them on backwards here. Okay now bring your arms up over
4 your head, good and down onto your hips and push them in real tight, great just relax.

Y 1 A Y I 1 o =\ 1 o A Ay
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ANULAA (Svennevig, 1999) Anmalaoulszidulumsaunuuuuiuiues uas
] = < 9 o FY A Y [ Y v Aa ~
wilszanveamsnlasulszidulaslsnamiwun 3 A A Mudnvaznaanumlasy
< v o Jdo < a 3 ]
Uszin awanuduiusivdszauan  wazduanuvunevedseaulvny  Tagludu
w y . { 3 o { g Aa &£
anpazran ldulsmsndoulsedueemilu 2 Uszian Ao msulasulszuininatiulugaiis
{ < 1 ! < 1w = =
Wasudszeu  1dun  manldsuilsznulasdyanulvdvdsnnanutey  wazmsalasu
< { < 1 { < a o 1
Uszianuengaiiaddoudlsziau laun msulfeulsziaulasdnanuaurainnmsaiuae
< a = aw dy Iy = < =2 = 3 £
Usziway s lunudsetinunumsnfsulssguuenganalasuilssauonilsznnmilg
A =y < [ 1 s 9 Y] Y] v < Aa Aaadg
Ao malasuilszdnlunaasey d@mamMnNaIUANUANTUSAUY LA MANLITMS
a d = [ v Av 1 A v sld' =1 1 1 -
ANTZHFUREINVITNAVONINNY  ualdFaiFenaseon il Tasutlszinnvesnsnlaou

< S ' 4 4 o 1 A 4
Usziuoondlu 4 dszian ldun msulfsuganiu msdewses msdounauligiFon

=

F) @ < a A A 1 =& Iy 1 1A = Aa
Nevenulsaauan  wagmsaswseslv “])'\1Iﬂ'ﬁ]fJ!fViu'J']L‘lJuﬂTi!L‘Uﬂ“ﬂﬁglﬂﬂﬂlﬂuUlﬂ

I o

= Y} o 1A A A Yy o 3 a Y, 9 A a a
W'Jﬁ]fﬁ]\ﬁ'lllﬂ15fJ'EJLlﬂﬁll]lﬂqw'E)\‘]‘Vll,ﬂEJ’J“'UFJ\1ﬂ']_l']JiglﬂumﬂlqulUﬂ"liﬂﬂuﬁﬂﬂ Iﬂﬂﬂ\liwﬂaglﬂﬂﬂ

U

v

A 3 o o J o (<] a [ dy
voamstlagudssauiunamuaNNa NN HEAUsZIAUAL AN

1) manffeugaiiy
HunmsfeudszfuiiedlulSundersulsaduiy udiimsdnngvesddads
Tvial 1o
(19)  (Crow, 1983:143)
1 M : And there was something so incredibly strange about that place , y’ know.
2 F : Uhhuh

3 M : Here’s some guy singing ((sings)) “Tiny bubles, in the way” know it was just so

4 incredibly — strange sitting out there in the middle of the water.

5 F 7% Speaking of that I heard a strange song today that I haven’t heard since I was little kid
6 and used to listen to Arthur Godfrey on the radio with my mother.

7 M : Ohyeah

o T A { 3 4 { g 4
foe19n (19) F 5 lanlasuasz@uanises “wasndsaludmerrins uuthuseq
AN Ya v =& 3 A =\ v o Jdo < 9
“masi Idouatoan” saimsdsingueslseduideslinnuduiusnudseduusn uagd

{ I { <3 v o J y
wa laldnalnmsndeudsziauiuaaslfiiuanuduiusil e “Speaking of that...”
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2) MIdouToa

I = 3 Ay o 1 S a4 = ' 1

Wumsnlasulszgundeunaugissauaunineyadanneu wu
(20)  (Crow, 1983: 146)

1 M : Isaid I’d never do that , I’'m saying though, I’'m saying I’ve had all kinds o’opportunities’n

2 I’ve never done it, that’s what I was saying.

3 Y know

4 F: —” Whatwerewe talking about before this?
5 M : What

6 Before what

7 F : Before this

8 I can’t remember

9 Oh, oh, oh, nothing

10 Mm

11 I had the same boyfriend from first grade to sixth grade.

[

o 1 ~ Y 9 o 1 < | = v I
A10I1N (20) F 4 udenniwdsimadounaugisziduanses “msigsnluiuan

9 9 A 1 ) A 9 9 A 1
Youue”  dremslgna inieglugilveilse Teadinwiuansnnudesmsdousesedig
FAU AD “What were we talking about before this? 11199910 liennsadrldiuneyadusos

oz lsunnou

3) manlagusealu

Lﬁuﬂmﬂﬁauﬂizgﬁuﬁ"hjﬁmmﬁmﬁuﬁmﬁuﬁﬁmmﬁauiumﬁauwumzwm
13U

21 (Svennevig, 1999:221)

1 J : I haven’t been to the West Coast either so, 1’d really like to see. That’ more coast that you
2 were talking about and - -

3 H : oh yeah.. th=that’s wonderful too. ((laugh))

4 J: ...(1.0) the fjords. ... in in” Sogn.

5 H: ...(3.5) m= ((TASTES THE FOOD))
6 H: .77 [this looks’ good huhf]
7] you got lots= of nice’ salad.
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1) msalaeualszifufeIfuae (Self— oriented topic introductions)
Wumsilaeutlszan lldisess nuesdafyaed sy
(22)  (Svennevig, 1999: 228)
1 : We saw a girl run by, we said hello. She just’ looked at us and walked away.
2 : Yeah.

C
A
3 C : Al right .. we thought, ((laugh))
A : ... (2.0) yeah,
— . .
A ... (1.5) e = T came yesterday too, but I got a room <x and stuff x> it was just that... I
6 had no...

7 C : ...(1.5f bedclothes?

8 A: no bedclothes | or anything, so I put various...(1.0) clothes on top of me and,
9 ... (1.3) I{ slept | like a’ log.
10 C: mhm.

o ' { { 3 4 o @ 3 4
F06190 (22) A 5 lanlasulszdunniseslszaumsaimsinusuves C yuiluisos
o o ) ;¢ { 3 A v o Jdo 3 a
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~ < = o 1 . .. .
2) manlasulsz@uneIiugaunu (other — oriented topic introductions)
< A 3 ° a ] '
Wumsulasulszdulasmsnudiauneinugauni s
(23)  (Svennevig, 1999:233)

1 V : ...(4.0) m=lovely’spices.

2 R : ... mm, it’s excellent.

3 V : —».Soyou’ve been to Spain then?

4 R : .. mm.

5 V : ...Isup’pose.

6 R : (0)lived in= ... Spain= ... (SNIFF) for a year after high school.

Y ' { A 3 y <3|
A108199 (23) V3 alasuilsziduanmananuies  “Uszmaamau  wuilums

1 1 1R <3 {1 3 @
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3) MmanlasuilsziduneInUau @A UNU (We — oriented topic introductions)
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< ] {
4 Yszaulvifnenudunad oy (Setting topics)
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193NN (Bergmann, 1990) U1 tgmsainiedngnisng ludanaden Nedszrinams

Q

=

aununzisganuanlvvindsmaumnlifunmeia1dTaede uaz1dGensngniselil
1 “local sensitivity” 13U

(24)  (Bergmann, 1990: 209)

1 J ¢ OhlIcould drive if you want me to.

2 C: WellnoI’'ll drive (I don’tm [ in’

3 J: Hhh

4 ] : I meant to offer.

5 . .
5 J: Those shoes look nice when you keep on putting stuff on’em.

6 C : Yeah I’ave to get another can cuz cuz it ran out.
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(25)  (Svennevig, 1999:224)

1 H : ...yeahit’s got to be like that. I mean they’ve got to have somewhere to go to they too...
2 and of course they may be very competent in their subject. ... so then you just have to

3 sort of try to find the gateway, and sort of try to find out ... (2.0) how to get at them. ...
4 even though they may seem a bit cryptic some of them.

—> 4
57 But to switch over from the teach ( ers
6 H: ‘yeah.
7 T : (1.0) I was thinking about = the’students’ too.
8 Not always equally = or very | great in’vole | ment right?
9 H : Enthusiastic?
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