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KEY WORD : FAMILY . COMMUNICATION - PATTERN/JUVENILE DELINQUENTSI JUVENILE
NON-DELINQUENTS
SAKDA - - KHUMKOM : FAMILY COMMUNICATION PATTERNS AS
PERCEIVED BY: JUVENILE DELINQUENTS AND NON-DELINQUENTS IN
BANGKOK METROPOLITAN. THESIS ADVISOR : ASSO. PROF. NUNTIKA
THAVICHACHAT, M.D. 180 PP. ISEN 974-638-378-7

The objectives of this study were to explore the patterns of communication
in a family of children aged 12-16 who were juvenite delinquents and non-delinquents and
to study the relationships between the family communication patterns and juvenilte
delinquency. Samples were 150 juvenile delinquents and 150 non-delinquents. The former
were drawn from those in the Central Observation and Protection Center and the latter
were drawn from the studenis studying in schools under the expansion of educational
opportunity project in the responsibility of the Bureau of Local Education, BMA. Data on
family communication patterns was collected with a adapted questionnaire. This study
used descriptive statistics, unpaired t-test, and chi- -square test. The resuits were found as
the following: :

1. Positive and Open family communication patterns were found in the

,juvenile delinquents less than the non-delinquents with statistically significant different at

the level of .01 and .00t respectively, - ‘

2. Negative family communication was found in male juvenile delinquents”
more than the non-delinquents, whereas the Open and Positive family communication
patterns were found in male juvenile nen-dellnquents more “than the male juvenile
delinquents with statastrcally significant different at the level of .06, .01, and .001
respectwely

- 3. Open family communication pattern was found the female juvenile

; dellnquents tess than the female -juvenile non-delinquents’ with statlstlcally significant
' different at th level of .01.

4. Positive and Open family communication patterns related to juvenite
delinquency and non-delinquency significantly at the level of .01 and .001 respectwety.

These findings show that family ‘communication patterns play an rmportent

i role in juvenile dellnquency and non-detlnquency i.e. the Positive and Open famlly
' communrcatron patterns were found more in the non-dellnquents ‘families. Therefore, each
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famlly should be encouraged to use these two patterns of communication in the family in
order to strengthen mentel heaith and may prevent juvenile behaviorat prebtems
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