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# # 4685997429 : MAJOR POLITICAL ECONOMY

KEY WORD: PATROMAGE / POLITICAL CLIENTISM / THAI POLITICAL ECONOMY
PRAKIRATI SATASUT : NEO POLITICAL PATRON-CLIENT RELATIONSHIP :
A CASE STUDY ON *TOUR NOKKAMINH". THESIS ADVISOR : ASSOC. PROF.
KANOKSAK KAEWTHEP, PH.D., 198 pp. ISBN 974-14-3456-1.

The objective of this thesis is to analyze the official visits to provinces by Prime
Minister Thaksin Shinawatr in 2004 through the review of redistributive policy/measure
undertaken by previous governments, the concept of despolic paternalism, the examination
of budget approval process and the effects that “Tour Nokkaminh® exerts upon the power
structure and political pressure groups in the rural vicinity, all of which are conducted

according to the original definition as firstly employed by the Thai Rath newspaper in 2004.

The study finds that, according to the very definition of “Tour Nokkaminh", there are
53 provinces in Thailand, which fit such definition. Further, “Tour Nokkaminh™ manifests itself
in the form of a short-term redistributive measure with an unofficial yet flexible use of
government budget in an attempt for the central leader lo be directly connected to the
people in the locality of Thailand. The measure is accommodated by the social
characteristics of the desired leader embedded in the Thai popular notion, state mechanism,
flexible semi-formal policy-making process, the working of popular media and the recent
politico-economic development of Thailand, all of which contribute to the pressure exerted
toward local influence and integrate the political pressure groups .in. the locality into the

centrally-based macro political patronage:

Field of Study ,_Political Economy. .. Student’s Signature.............cccececrviriinicnnns
Academic Year__ 2006 . Advisor's Signature..............r::?:i—rf'?’?':':‘.f:.-...(--"?’-—- A5
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