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' Halliday and Hasan, 1976 10

“Discourse structure is, as the name implies, a type of structure; the term is
used to refer to the structure of some postulated unit higher than the sentence, for
example the paragraph, or some larger entity such as episode or topic unit.”
? Stubbs, 1983 : 1

“The term discourse analysis is very ambiguous. I will use it in this book to
refer mainly to the linguistic analysis of naturally occurring connected spoken or written
discourse. ..... it refers to attempts to study the organization of language above the
clause, and therefore to study larger linguistic units, such as conversational exchanges or
written texts. It follows that discourse analysis is also concemed with language in use

in social contexts, and in particular with interaction or dialogue between speakers.”

* Stubbs, 1983 : 15

“Connected discourse is clearly not random. People are quite able to distinguish
between a random list of sentences and a coherent text, and it is the principles which
underlie this recognition of coherence which are the topic of the study for discourse

analysts.”

* Brown and Yule,1987:1
“The analysis of discourse is, necessarily, the analysis of language in use. As
such, it cannot be restricted to the description of linguistic forms independent of the

purposes or functions which those forms are designed to serve in human affairs.”



167

* Schiffrin , 1987 : 6 - 7

. “l now discuss several properties of discourse : discourse forms structures...,
conveys meanings...,, and accomplishes actions... The first two properties are largely
concerned with discourse as extended sequences of smaller units, e.g. sentences,
propositions, utterances. The third property is more concerned with languape as it is
used within a social interaction : included is speakers’ use not only of extended sequences,

but their use of a single unit (e.g. an utterance) within a social interaction.”

® Schiffrin , 1994 : 39

“...discourse is utterances. This view captures the idea that discourse is ‘above’
(larger than) other units of language... we can suggest that discourse arises not as a
collection of decontextualized units of language structure, but as a collection of
inherently contextualized units of language use.”

" Schiffrin, 1987 : 41
“I will view utterances as units of language production (whether spoken or

written) that are inherently contextualized...”

* van Dijk, 1997:2-3

“Discourse, ... namely the fact that it is also a practical, sociat and culturat
phenomenon... language users engaging in discourse accomplish. social acts and
participate in social interaction, typically so in conversation and other forms of dialogue.
Such interaction is in tumn embeded in various social and cultural contexts ... Discursive
language use consists not only .of ordered series of words, clauses, sentences, and

propositions, but also of sequences of mutually related acts.”

Eggins and Slade, 1997:1

“..the conversations are authentic and spontaneous, occurring in the real contexts

in the everyday lives of the participants.”
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'* Richards and Schmidt, 1983 : 119 - 120

“Conversation is more than merely the exchange of information. When people
take part in conversation, they bring to the conversational process shared assumptions
and expectation about what conversation is, how conversation develops, and the sort of
contribution they are each expected to make. When people engage in conversation they
share common principles of conversation that lead them to interpret each other’s
utterances as contributing to conversation,”
"' Stubbs, 1983 : 21

“... conversation is a joint production. One immediate implication of this is that
speakers constantly take account of their audience designing their talk for their hearers ...
It means that speakers must understand their audience : they must have some idea what
the audience already knows and what they want to know, and therefore of how to select

and present information,”

" Stubbs, 1983 : 19

“...conversation is polysystemic : that is, its coherence depends on several quite
different types of mechanisms, such as repetition of words and phrases, structural
markers, fine synchronization in time, and an underlying‘hie-rarchic structure relating

sequences of discourse acts.”

> van Dijk, 1997 : 4

“.talk (except conversations on the phone) takes place in face - to - face
encounters between language users enpaged in immediate interaction organized by changes
of turns. That is, in talk speakers generally react to what the previous speaker has said
or done... Much everyday talk is spontaneous, and has many properties of impromptu
speech : pauses, errors, repairs, false starts, repetitions, overlaps, and so on"
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" Schiffrin, 1987 : 31-32

“I operationally define markers as sequentially dependent elements which
bracket unit of talk ... 1 motivate the decision to define markers in relation to unit of
talk, rather than a more finely defined unit such as sentence, proposition, speech act, or
tone unit ... Consider first, a syntactic unit. Although markers often precede sentences, i.e.
syntactic configurations of an independent clause ptus all clauses dependent on it, they
are independent of sentential structure. Removal of a marker from its sentence initial

position, in other words, leaves the sentence structure intact.”
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