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There are 2 main aims in this study. The first aim is to collect non - referential discourse markers in
casual conversations in Nakhon Si Thammarat Thai. The second aim is to study their discourse functions within
the framework proposed by Peansiri Vongvipanond (1998). The data used in this study consist of 7 casual
conversations of Nakhon Si Thammarat speakers. The total length of the conversations is 62 minutes 22 seconds.

Twenty four discourse markers were found in the data. They can be classified into 4 groups
according to their primary functions.

1. Three discourse markers primarily funcuon in the interaction management process.

2. Eight discourse markers primarily function in the goal management process.

3. Five discourse markers primarily function in the informational slignment process.

4. Eight discourse markers primarily function in the attitudinal alignment process.

The discourse markers vary in their phonological shapes to reflect the different attitudinai meaning.
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