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The purpose of thisthesisisto analyse Thai politicians' face-saving
strategies in answering questions. The politicians have their face to protect from
any face-threatening acts. They do not only present their face to the interviewers
but they also present their face to a bigger audience. They must use all verbal
strategies to protect their political interest and their job.

This research aims to study how Thai politicians answer questions, analyse
the relationship between the politicians' ways of answering questions and their
face-saving strategies, and investigate the face-saving strategies. It is found that
three patterns are used by Thai politicians in answering questions. non responses,
answer-responses, and non-answer responses. In addition, the politicians employ
ten strategies in protecting their face: hedging, giving new information, referring
to others, giving too little information, answering vaguely, refusing to give
answers, stating that there is no sufficient information, denying the interviewer’s
assumptions, questioning the interviewer by means of rhetorical questions, and
threatening other people’s face. Denying the interviewer’ s assumptions is found to
be most common among all these strategies. This is because the politicians' face
can be immediately rescued from the interviewer’s assumptions which present
their public image in negative way. It can be summarized from this research that
face is an important factor in determining the use of language by politicians.
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How many minority candidates failed the test in October?
None

They all passed?

No

Well, how many passed, then?

Zero

Did any minorities even take the test?

No

Why not? How many candidates were there in all?
Zero

You mean, nobody even took the test?

Right

What — You do have a test, don’t you?

Yes

And you give it regularly?

Yes

Did you give it in regular?

No

o r» oL O r O r O Fr O P O r O r O P O

All right, how about November? (and so on)
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(5)

Q Which students got an F in linguistics in Autumn 19897
A1 None

A2 | don’t know of any linguistics course in Autumn 1989.
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(6)
A Well, | can’t deny or confirm it until | receive the evidence that you tell

me I’m going to get tomorrow.
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2. MsdfasAeninendesiuAininviediassaAiniy

Do you quite like Mr Wilson?
A Well, | think in politics you see, it's not a question of going about liking
people or not, it's a question of dealing with people. And I've always

been able to deal perfectly well Mr. Wilson and Indeed he has with me.

anFateiineuuansnsUasAininaesdnin Tnananadngniulings
PaznnluFeseinistuTeLfILAAa WA 1H EEIN1IRAGD NI NAUNINNGN WAy

drauitiaduninisfinsieszudnanuiiuas e

3. N19NIUAININ TAEINITNAIIAIDINTN Wh HAALIANDIN

What job do you see for Tony Benn?

Of course, if Tony Benn is elected he will be offered some job in the
Cabinet, and I'd be very happy to do that, and | hope that will occur.
ansivaeneil e lilinauAinindtazianesaneslsly il wu windy

! dl Yar Y o % a
AALIN N9, il ﬂw:ﬂm‘um';‘Lmuﬂlwnmuluﬂmziguum

4, nsufas eauAnn Aansilin il liuansinense wsiifuuuy
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9)
The advice to our member is ... That is the advice to our member.

But mhm | didn’t ask you what advice you were giving, do you think that..
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AERL qANas (Jucker, 1986) AATIxinTIduNIEIIRRRNIATWIRNANNHAINYTTT T
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10.

11.

12.

13.

ADNNSaenT sl IduneniteniudinuesFvinuneReusesineasly
(Commit yourself to do something)
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(State your opinion)
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(Confirm your demeaning opinion)

o dl % V% VY o Ly o o % 1 a
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NITNNUDIAULEN (Accept discrepancy between your opinion and your
actions)

Y o

ADNTFRIN g LE liduN walsan FumNd AL eTEnd 19ANNAA LD ALY
uazANLTUaT AN (Accept discrepancy between your opinion and
reality)
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(Accept that the reason for performing the action is demeaning)
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(State that the action is demeaning)
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(Confirm the demeaning action)

ADNNGEINS W IR AN Hn AN FURATO UABNINIEANNRANAG
(Take responsibility for the demeaning action)
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(Justify the demeaning action)
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(Take action against something)
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(State that the other’s face is demeaning)
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Q Would you be willing to accept a position in Mr. Kinnock’s Front bench
team? Whatever position that might be.
A Peter. That’s a very typical question. You see you're not a bit interested in

what you know. The Labour Party can do to save the British people.

ansaeeinell  gilslainisudivAnannaasion adluAniunisssuannan

¥ 1 J 1 ¥ 1 M v a‘d‘ a ‘z j
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WALTUNY  (Clayman, 1993: 159-188) MA@3L1893aN19ALNAIDNNENAD
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ANDINTIDUUAZYANIUAIDNBNATIBWATAALIAN DTN wazeAarinigagLlssiAuae
o & v ! dl ! ° A o | o 1o dl
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o o dl ¥ [ 1 1
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(11)

1 Q On that particular point, you have been briefed in some detail on
the evidence in the Agnew problem. You are also a
lawyer with some expertise. You could tell us

2. A Some would question that.

3. Q Whether there is-any substanceto Mr.Agnew’s charges that this
is a frivolous investigation, that it is a frame-up, and it is in fact a
smear.

—» 4. A Mister Mollenhoff, when you say that | have been briefed on the

charges, | should respond to that by saying that | have not heard

the witness. | have only been briefed on what it is believed the
witnesses might testify to. As far as the charges are concerned,

they are serious and not frivolous...
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2.1 atnannluianimainiia
2.2 @ﬂqﬂmﬂuaqﬁmwﬁﬂgm

TnangfrunmunindungndndosFasaanasalaflunan §ranaunuiazioaasn

a

' |
=

WasARNLuANATITELTATNAT



29

3. NHAIUANNANNUS (Maxim of Relation)

3.1 NAnLIEiAu
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4. nHAIUANEME (Maxim of Manner)
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“...if a speaker wants to do an FTA, but wants to avoid the responsibility for
doing it, he can do it off record and leave it up to the address to decide how to interpret
it”

(Brown & Levinson, 1990: 218)
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ﬂ’]ﬁ‘@zLﬂJmN@uvhlmquﬂ’J’]N@NW‘uﬁ 2. ﬂqimﬂiﬂﬁlﬂaﬂu@ﬂqﬁm (Give association clues)

(Violate Relevance Maxim )

nmsyaudelneaziin

Rewlyvealnsd
(Invite coversational nraziinReuly@alsunn
implicatures, via hints (Violate Quantity Maxims)

triggered by violation of
Gricean Maxims)
nsasinienludnmnin
(Violate Quality Maxim)
nN9RNANITI R
Tnanisyauuulinsalszifu
(Off record )
(Do FTAX, but be indirect)
mayalidaan T % nsazdnidtenladudnen

(Be vague of ambiguous) (Violate Manner Maxim)

wRURT 2 uananadEniswanuulinselszinu

(Brown & Levinson, 1978: 219)

1. naailuildy (Give hints)
3. mmmmummmmmx‘mﬁﬁ (Presuppose)

4. mslidayaiaaiiuli (Understate)
5. nmslitiayanniiuly (Overstate)

6. N3 ldusenwaiiinaann (Use tautologies)

7. manyaludandaudiarii (Use contradictions)
8. N3yALLLLsTaALlsydu (Be ironic)
9. nannineldgansnl ( Use metaphors)

10. N9 ARNNAY (Use rhetorical questions)

11 mmﬂmmuisﬁm@u (Be ambiguous)
12mmmmm@um‘?‘?fﬂ (Be vague)
13. ﬂ’]ﬁ‘Wmmblﬁij@W’]ZﬁL@’]‘z‘ﬂ\‘i (Over-generalize)
\ o o y \
14. NIYANEAUUNULAARVIAULANABINITNAND

(Displace H)

\ 15. mmxﬁwm@ﬂf’i (Be incomplete, use ellipsis)
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dszifunlftihunanuAaudannisiouiie luntsaunnun i unismesidszinmnimye
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1. nanadsslsziuinanisazilaNaulaiinuduiug (Violate Relevance Maxim)

1.1

1.2

1.3

nanailuily (Give hints) NanEnAsBINsAaa1sL9Rtus L lFyaaanin

o o =2

atwdniauasglinsausissiasianladgwanidemnnenesls

a

¥
oy
=
R

(16) It's cold in here. (c.i. Shut the window)
(17) I need some more nails to finish up this rabbit hutch. (c.i. Buy me some
when you go to town.)

%4

nswalag TiRBWARINK (Give association clues) N3NEWAGBINITABAIIN

v
fiaan1suvasnaanuus e Ll layatiena mse Il Tnamssusinduye

v
o

P L y L~ 4 Y A ooay
(30981 T9FINNANITUEN AL ERNTuI ANTIuTe sl awiu B

al a d‘ % %
Au3naAN LRI ANANAaanNT LA

(18) My home isn't very far away...{intervening material}... There’s the path
that leads to my house. (c.i. Please come visit me)
(19) Are you going to market tomorrow?...There’s a market tomorrow, |

suppose. (c.i. Give me a ride there)

mmmmumﬂﬂuum\mﬁﬁ (Presuppose)

(20) | washed the car again today.
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2. mananeatsziaulnenisaziindaulaidaiFuins (Violate Quantity Maxims)

2.1 manauunlideyatiaeiull (Understate) lunadgnisyauuuiaestlsziiu

¥ L4

wadeansteyateeiull lnaldfwafaueesiaumnieisesls

v

dwI dl v = % o ¥ Y o
Fennsngieamnsasmulamsaiugyalfi

e g)

3 2 dheazfasdinauiluzas

=

Wwpdeuii

(21) A What do you think of Harry?
B Nothing wrong with him. (c.i. | don’t think he’s very good)

22 mayeuuuideyananiaull (Overstate) nashignalvideyalunisnaumn

u

ousnAuanaiulpanzesdyneenua liinadasiuAngnndeanimauvizans

RCENEL !

(22) There were a million people in the Co-op tonight!
(23) I tried to call you a hundred times, but there was never any answer.

2.3 msldsenardinaaa (Tautologies) HasiaansligilsnAumungaIn

k1

1% o dl |d| 1 1
m@m’miummﬂwmﬂw b4

(24) War is war

(25) Boys will be boys

3. mayadssisuiaulneaslatenlasgmunw (Violate Quality Maxim)

Y o

3.1 mMayn AR (Use contradictions) nnsigne ldaunsnyanauass

a

16 wsigwaninenanunay IR iaRA A nass@andaudanii

(26) A Are you upset about that?

(27) B Well {yes and no, | am and | am not}
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3.2 msldamauuulszanilszdu (Be ironic) nayalugsnnseiudiuiiunismye

d <
LULLAENLTZLAL

(28) John'’s a real genius (after John has just done twenty stupid things in a
row.)

(29) Beautiful weather, isn't it? (to postman drenched in rainstorm)

3.3 nsldgianmnl (Metaphors) nasldaudnsninadnilunisyauuiiass
Usziduntisuilaflasfnnundisainnis idglansafiiuunsenuaumanages

Fnmiladanlfan

(30) Harry’s a real fish. (c.i. He drinks like a fish)
swims

is cold-blooded

3.4 n3ldAININNAY (Use rhetorical questions) ilunnsldguannuingyals
% o v dl A 1 a dl a dl a
faan1sAmaUangisienedifunisazie Neuludn nnwluizesaasaaiuassls

wsrzdnduieansypunnase] visensLiu lireInasAnevayls

(31) How was | know...? (c.i. | wasn't)

(32)How many times do | have to tell you...?(c.i. Too many)
4. mayaRentsgduuasiiaenlaguAN WY (Violate Manner Maxim)

42, nsnauuLlaiFaiau (Be ambiguous) d4anaaziiiunianaadesauuyld

o ol = Y ' p = a
ﬂ‘ﬂ m:fmmﬁ’m’wmmﬂmﬂmﬁmﬂﬂmﬁuﬂﬂL‘I)lu‘ﬂmﬂmﬁ*Mﬁmmmuﬂﬂm

(33) John'’s a pretty sharp cookie.
¥ 1
AnFrateiisnaraNnnaauls 2 wuume (1) ldiduayad

TuT Uaz(2) HuAnanlaumvzasiadn
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= & Ay o o
4.2 ﬂ’]ﬁ‘Wﬂ@LLUUﬂ@‘NLﬂ?@ (Be vague) ﬁ“ﬂﬂ']ﬁ/]l%lj ﬁiNﬂ@WQﬂ@ﬂﬁqWﬁ@ﬂqum?\ﬂﬂ

a

BTN L

(34) Looks like someone may have had too much to drink.(vague
understatement)

(35) Perhaps someone did something naughty.

4.3 nmayauuunaataeandngldianizianzasaslil (Over-generalize)
(36) The lawn has got to be mown.
(37) If that door is shut completely, it sticks

(38) Mature people sometimes help do the dishes.

4.4 NNINWATNERULNUL AAATIANIAIEBIN1TNA1TN (Displace Hearer) N137EwA

o o 1 oAl I A . R o o N L =
ﬂm‘mfmjﬂ’m’]Qﬂuimﬂﬂwqumumdﬂmqm nggqmuﬂqﬂﬂﬂ@’]rlﬂﬁﬁlﬂ?

4.5 nsazAyaLenld (Be incomplete, use ellipsis) NsngnaazAmyaenly wu

(39) Well, if one leaves one’s tea on the wobbly table.
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