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# # 4680171422: MAJOR PHILOSOPHY

KEYWORD: KARL MARX / FREEDOM
POTJAMARN BUNKRAISRI: KARL MARX'S CONCEPTION OF FREEDOM.
THESIS ADVISOR: ASST. PROF. UKRIT PATNOI, 66 pp. ISBN 974-14-3304-2.

Controversies concerning Marx's conception of freedom place much emphasis
on proletarian freedom because explanations about proletarian unfreedom clearly
appear in both Marx's early and later writings. However, Marx mentioned in some of his
writings that the capitalist class also confronts the situation of unfreedom even though
no explanations were given. Consequently, unfreedom seems to be not merely the
proletariat's problem, but alsa the capitalist class's. George G. Brenkert is the only
schelar who mentions capitalist unfreedom, but he did not focus on capitalist
unfreedom as much as proletarian unfreedem. Brenkert explained Marx's conception of
freedom in the way which makes the concepts of freedom and alienation
undistinguishable. Since the underlying idea of this thesis is that the concept of
alienation plays no role in Marx's later writings, Brenkert's analysis obliterates the role of
freedom in Manrx's later writings. This thesis aims to elucidate the capitalist class's
situation of unfreedom in order to present a8 more complete picture of the role of
freedom in Marx's thaught by examining Marx's early and later writings and using the
concept of class as a basis of explanation. It will show that the concept of freedom is
different from that of alienation even though they are related in a certain manner. As a

result, freedom is a crucial cenceplion which Marx. used as-a basis in criticizing

capitalism.
Department......Philosophy.... Student's signature.. Paliamarn.. B LNkRAIS
Field of study....Philosophy... Advisor's signature... .’.ﬁ.'.:p_'._..z_h ..................
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1Karl Marx, Selected writings, ed. David McLellan (Oxford: Oxford University Press,
1977), p. 236. mm”mmmﬁ'd'] “Undoubtedly, it will be said, religious, moral, philosophical, and
juridical ideas have been modified in the course of historical development. But religion, morality,
philosophy, political science, and law constantly survived this change. There are, besides, eternal
truths, such as Freedom, Justice, etc., that are common to all states of society. But Communism
abolishes eternal truths, it abolishes all religion and all morality, instead of constituting them on a

new basis; it therefore acts in contradiction to all past historical experience.”
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39Ibid: 101. mﬂ%mmﬁldﬁ “The number of exits from the proletariat is, as a matter of
objective circumstance, small. But most proletarians are not trying to escape, and, as a result, it is
false that each exit is being actively attempted by some proletarian. Therefore for each proletarian
there exists a means of escape. So even though necessarily most proletarians will remain

proletarians, and will sell their labor power, none is forced to do so.”
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MGeorge G. Brenkert, “Cohen on proletarian unfreedom,” Philosophy & Public Affairs: 93.
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42Ibid. mn%’amm‘ﬁldﬂ “...0n Marx’s map, the road up and the road down are both roads
of unfreedom...”
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“He is not free because of the power of the market over him, because of the manner in which he

objectifies himself, and because of his antagonistic relations with others.”
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1Karl Marx, Selected writings, ed. David McLellan (Oxford: Oxford University Press,
1977), p. 234. mﬂ%’@m’m”ﬁld’l “But don't wrangle with us so long as you apply, to our intended
abolition of bourgeois property, the standard of your bourgeois notions of freedom, culture, law,
etc. Your very ideas are but the outgrowth of the conditions of your bourgeois production and
bourgeois property, just as your jurisprudence is but the will of your class made into a law for all, a
will whose essential character and direction are determined by the economical conditions of

existence of your class.”
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ZTﬂirﬂ@Lﬁﬂu Ludwig Feuerbach, The essence of christianity, tr. George Eliot (New York:
Harper Torchbooks,-1975), pp. 1-32.

3Karl Marx, Early writings, trs. Rodney Livingstone and Gregor Benton (London: Penguin
Books, 1975), pp. 322-334.

4Ibid., p. 325. @ﬁﬂ“ﬁﬂmm‘ﬁldﬂ “...the more the worker produces, the less he has to
consume; the more values he creates, the more worthless he becomes; the more his product is
shaped, the more misshapen the worker; the more civilized his object, the more barbarous the
worker; the more powerful the work, the more powerless the worker; the more intelligent the work,

the duller the worker and the more he becomes a slave of nature.”
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5Ibid., p. 327. mﬂ%mmﬁldﬁ “The result is that man (the worker) feels that he is acting
freely only in his animal functions - eating, drinking and procreating, or at most in his dwelling and
adornment — while in his human functions he is nothing more than an animal. It is true that eating,
drinking and procreating, etc., are also genuine human functions. However, when abstracted from

other aspects of human activity and turned into final and exclusive ends, they are animal.”



30

AsidanuanludnenziidunadnirasanuulanianaNEananTeguLIeI BLaZ AN

|8

wlanuanannfanssnlunisnan snsndandauyeeidudnuviaiinnug (species-being)

9

[ % o

deRaneuziuanauaziiludas’ uyedaiuisoiinisuanetnafuaina Tuandnagiv
WA TUELIAULTUATA NN TONANAINNY WA N LA unnFgaIndndaeianis
HARLNBAUBIRaLAMNANT NN BN WY WeRanssulunsu@aTin Ty sy
nnduazldaunsonansiednsuziiurasnuisansuranaaanu lfat 19bunin 1§
e o [ v o 1 ¥ | e v oo e
nymeianeue i ndnduazldlildpnuiunyeed nadgnsinenysdutlanuanain
posiunyseiTaulanuanainauiudniiaiiaiigresnueg
4) anudanuanaaniNaunysd Aaulanuanainiveunysdidunadng
203ANUL AN UENAIA NI LN sz ileNyedulanianainfanssulun1suanTani
TWinansudanuanainuananuazinllgasinudlanuanannaosdunyseise iiiiug
rgaj/ & 1 -dll % o dl a dl ¥
Nyl wywdtauutlanianaan e uNLE A8 T ANI E N INHALRATE 1E T4
a 4? zl/ M v ' G| dI My a 1l o
nanTumniuld A dugeswa i udnaeiusesuae il lfnanuwsiianuianauax
wonian gliusanuasidnudanueniazidudngiuuiayuaadunysdlusiniuginaeiu
AN NnindensinetnulFaineuAUNIINIAIA U NI ATLLINNANTAIIY
o o 8 dy a Aﬁl -&l 1 1 | a dl
wanuenanniuuaziu’ uenanduanaaaiudanansszndnenyed i ldnandsniine
Apnusiilunandainatlselagddousa mnduiusszrduysdaaiuanuduiusg

wlanuwenaINAUBaZIY

@ A o : = - =~ =

dunihdanadimnnudanuenanninewnysdiduanuudanuenivesuuiine
1 :J/ dl Y1 (4 o

winiununenutssaruddpaennaslifiesd szaudurnumdanuanauuuuusning
wianuldanflusasanadnannlunisldissetianisansaaamiauiug lduseay
nnanndndldnsennisesuneresies wefinaNesna AN tanuan TudeAnuliay

& ¥ d” V@ 1 Lo L% o dJ I 1 1 Z’/ =
wnindazsiasd iiiud e nauAeslssauiuanudanueng i lduAaudunssunan

wirduusiyeenaulidtazed lusudulasefiudanuanainunuae sy’

*Ibid., p. 327.
"Ibid., p. 329.
®Ibid., p. 331,

*Ibid., pp. 331-334.



31

¥ =

= @ a o= @ Y e
wrAaFesAuLdanuaniduwmAavilsturadudennnaldiuanuanlaly

1
= c 1 = A o A Gl

wineindansunsndadacinenininasinasdssiaundalanunguiase Ysziaui

'
A 1 oval

dl 1 o il/ @ 1 ¥ d! =2 il/ <3
NELAINUTIUTUUILNUNABNITNTANING 1341&'% mewﬂqmmmumuu’mﬁquﬂﬂimu

a

2 1
1%

AUAN1ZLU AN LN WAL A UTUTUNTTNITNUFANBUNNIFNFAZaTUUDIIUALIDEA

¥
domnufilagomeld” fall

NIRRT AN NAR AT T T WINALTaLL/anuen
AMNUINILLAZE LTI LAZE LTI 139U uaY
TANDIUINTU
A‘ d‘ U d?/ Y @ @A 1 dl 1 73
Aesanmsiasaliiiiuine ynetwindsngsiedduseansy
dadluaanasausivanutanuenfidaangsie il L4
W wnan a1 2adui AN uLanue A
o o a a o|m Aa 73
4e<ripe yiAuAR et AaTe e dusanulunssuau
NINARALAZHANAR (TugiuzanInam) Tﬁﬂmﬂgﬁi@ﬁﬁ
Tlalduseauifism@nminiuan lugausirusas iy
=

NNV
awfine galdlildussnuimnagnmsesiiugldusanu

~ R o Y VoAl o
wilauALAg s sunIsiesnumLeg usgin I
wsaulalanasie fummeslugaiiise s ldusesnn

o o o | -
WgANNANTUETIIAINLLLet e ndng Y

“Ibid.

Hlbid., p. 334. mﬂ%mm‘ﬁldﬂ “ ... Let us,.now-consider the relation between this man, who
is aliento'labour and to the worker, and the 'worker, labour, ‘and the ‘object of labour. The first thing
to point out is that everything which appears for the worker as an activity of alienation, of
estrangement, appears for the non-worker as a situation of alienation, of estrangement. Secondly,
the real, practical attitude of the worker in production and to the product (as a state of mind)
appears for the non-worker who confronts him as a theoretical attitude. Thirdly, the non-worker
does everything against the worker which the worker does against himself, but he does not do
against himself what he does against the worker. Let us take a closer look at these three

relationships.”
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18Karl Marx, Early writings, trs. Rodney Livingstone and Gregor Benton, p. 329. /1n
%ﬂmmﬁldﬁ “(3) Estranged labour therefore turns man’s species-being—both nature and his
intellectual species-powers—into a being alien to him and a means of his individual existence. It
estranges man from his own body, from nature as it exists outside him, from his spiritual essence

[Wesen], his human essence.”
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19Ibid., p. 330. andamINNAdn “In general, the proposition that man is estranged from his
species-being means that each man is estranged from the others and that all are estranged from

man’s essence.”
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20Ibid., pp. 328-329. mﬂ"ﬁ@mmﬁldﬂ “The practical creation of an objective world, the
fashioning of inorganic nature, is proof that man is a conscious species-being, i.e. a being which
treats the species as its own essential being or itself as a species-being. It is true that animals also
produce. They build nests and dwellings, like the bee, the beaver, the ant, etc. But they produce
only their own immediate needs or those of their young; they produce one-sidedly, while man
produces universally; they produce only when immediate physical need compels them to do so,
while man produces even when ‘he is'free from physical need and truly. produces only in freedom
from such need; they produce only themselves, while man reproduces the whole of nature; their
products-belong-immediately-to their.physical bodies, whilesman-freely confronts his own product.
Animals produce only according to the standards and needs of the species to which they belong,
while man is capable of producing according to the standards of every species and of applying to
each object its inherent standard; hence man also produces in accordance with the laws of
beauty. It is therefore in his fashioning of the objective that man really proves himself to be a
species-being. Such production is his active species-life. Through it nature appears as his work
and his reality. The object of labour is therefore the objectification of the species-life of man: for
man reproduces himself not only intellectually, in his consciousness, but actively and actually, and

he can therefore contemplate himself in a world he himself has created.”
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?"Karl Marx, Selected writings, “ed. David McL&llan, pp. 383-384. aAndaA2ufidn “The
capacity for enjoyment is a condition of enjoyment and therefore its primary means; and this
capacity is the development of an individual’s talents, and thus of the productive force. To
economize on labour time means to increase the amount of free time, i.e. time for the complete
development of the individual, which again reacts as the greatest productive force on the
productive force of labour. From the standpoint of the immediate production process it may be
considered as production of fixed capital; this fixed capital being man himself.”

22|bid., p. 386. mn%”am’mﬁlfjﬂ “Thus capitalist relationships become a barrier for the

development of the productive force of labour”
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34|bid., p. 509. mn%”ammﬁlfh “ .the capitalist is in the same slavish relation to capital as

the worker, although at the opposite pole.”
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®lbid.” pp. 160-16T: [AntaANNAdT“Mer~ call be' distinguished from animals by
conseciousness;—by-religion,~or -anything else you: like. ~They themselves begin to distinguish
themselves from ‘animals as soon-as they begin to produce their means of subsistence, a step
which is conditioned by their physical organization. By producing their means of subsistence men
are indirectly producing their actual material life. The way in which men produce their means of
subsistence depends first of all on the nature of the actual means of subsistence they find in
existence and have to reproduce. This mode of production must not be considered simply as
being the production of the physical existence of the individuals. Rather it is a definite form of
activity of these individuals, a definite form of expressing their life, a definite mode of life on their

part. As individuals express their life, so they are. What they are, therefore, coincides with their
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production, both with what they produce and with how they produce. The nature of individuals thus

depends on the material conditions determining their production.”
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