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“Codexsinaiticus.” [Online]. Aavailable : http://codexsinaiticus.org2011.Retrieved
5 january 2011.
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Codex Sinaiticus

Codex Sinaiticus Is onesof the most important books in the world. Handwritten well
over 1600 years ago, the manuscript contains the Christian Bible in Greek, including
the oldest complete copy of the New Testament. Its heavily corrected text is of
outstanding importance for the history of the Bible and the manuscript — the oldest
substantial book to survive Antiquity — is of supreme importance for the history of
the book. [Find out more about Codex Sinaiticus.]

The Codex Sinaiticus Project


http://codexsinaiticus.org2011.retrieved/
http://www.codexsinaiticus.org/en/search.aspx
http://www.codexsinaiticus.org/en/contact.aspx
http://www.codexsinaiticus.org/en/copyright.aspx
http://www.codexsinaiticus.org/en/
http://www.codexsinaiticus.org/en/codex/
http://www.codexsinaiticus.org/en/project/
http://www.codexsinaiticus.org/en/manuscript.aspx
http://www.codexsinaiticus.org/en/codex/default.aspx
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The Codex Sinaiticus Project is an international collaboration to reunite the entire
manuscript in digital form and make it accessible to a global audience for the first
time. Drawing on the expertise of leading scholars, conservators and curators, the
Project gives everyone the opportunity to connect directly with this famous
manuscript. [Find out more about the Codex Sinaiticus Project.]

The Codex Sinaiticus Website

This is the first release of the Codex Sinaiticus Project website. The fully developed
website is online since July 2009. [Eind e_about its current contents.]

Partner institutions

St. Catherines Monastery

Leipzig University Library
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http://www.codexsinaiticus.org/en/contact.aspx
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project has undertaken new archival research to identify an relevant
archival documents. The documents identified through this research are being used
as the basis for a new account of the modern history of Codex Sinaiticus, to be
agreed by all four partner institutions. The agreed account will be published on this
website and in the project's printed publications. It will accompanied by transcripts
or digital surrogates of the key archival documents wherever the permission of the
owners can be secured. [More...]



http://www.codexsinaiticus.org/en/img/ParchmentScarQ78f6r_BL237_full.jpg
http://www.codexsinaiticus.org/en/project/news.aspx
http://www.codexsinaiticus.org/en/project/participants.aspx
http://www.codexsinaiticus.org/en/project/conservation.aspx
http://www.codexsinaiticus.org/en/project/digitisation.aspx
http://www.codexsinaiticus.org/en/project/transcription.aspx
http://www.codexsinaiticus.org/en/project/webdevelopment.aspx
http://www.codexsinaiticus.org/en/project/webdevelopment.aspx
http://www.codexsinaiticus.org/en/project/webcontents.aspx
http://www.codexsinaiticus.org/en/project/history.aspx
http://www.codexsinaiticus.org/en/project/conservation.aspx
http://www.codexsinaiticus.org/en/project/digitisation.aspx
http://www.codexsinaiticus.org/en/project/transcription.aspx
http://www.codexsinaiticus.org/en/project/edition.aspx
http://www.codexsinaiticus.org/en/project/history.aspx
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Conservation

The conservation strategy for the Codex Sinaiticus Project was set out by its
Conservation Working Party. An initial assessment of the manuscript's leaves in all
four locations investigated how much work would be required to stabilise them
before digitisation and to preserve them for the future. A detailed assessment has
been carried out in London, Leipzig and St Petersburg and is underway in St
Catherine's Monastery. [More...]

Digitisation

Digitial photography of the geographically distributed leaves of Codex Sinaiticus is
central to the Project’s virtualreunification of the -manuscript. Careful imaging of the
original leaves provides a life=like view.of the pages, thus allowing, for the first time,
worldwide access to the manuseript. images of every leaf were taken under evenly
distributed (‘standard’) lighting«for.the main view of the manuscript. Images of every
leaf have also been taken undegraking light (i.e. lighting only from an angle) to
emphasise the physical charagteristics of the manuscript. [More...]

Transcription B

A major research project whieh is led by the Institute for Textual Scholarship and
Electronic Editing (ITSEE) at the University of B'_irmi_ngham and funded by the UK's
Arts and Humanities Research Couficil, has transcribed the texts of Codex Sinaiticus.
The result is a uniquely detailed digital transcription.of a Biblical codex. [More...]

Dissemination

The project has identified a range of products that will build upon the full scholarly
reappraisal of the Codex and.its texts and will also help to bring alive this iconic
manuscript for everyone. The website is,the, main, medium, for.making Codex
Sinaiticus accessible. Otherproject outputs include a print facsimile, a conference,
an exhibition and apopular book. [More...]
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Lawrence Pordes, Juan Garcés‘and Ulrich Jc'ihannes Schneider (from left to right) in
front of a digitisation cradie designed by Mahf[_ed Mayer at The British Library. (©
Charlie Gray) ' ="
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Digitisation ” .

One of the core undertakings of the project was to capture eachpage of Codex
Sinaiticus as a high-quality-digital image. Each‘image ‘offers a substitute for the real
manuscript leaf. Careful imaging of Codex Sinaiticus therefore provides a life-like
view of the-pages and allowsfor-the-first:timewerldwide,access to-the manuscript.

The digital photography of Codex Sinaiticus had to establish the best practice, taking
into account that

1. the leaves could not travel and had to be photographed at four different venues with
different equipment;

2. the writing on the leaves had to be readable on the digital images;

3. the natural appearance of the parchment and ink had to be faithfully reproduced.

Technical standards


http://www.codexsinaiticus.org/en/
http://www.codexsinaiticus.org/en/codex/
http://www.codexsinaiticus.org/en/project/
http://www.codexsinaiticus.org/en/manuscript.aspx
http://www.codexsinaiticus.org/en/img/csistyle_full.jpg
http://www.codexsinaiticus.org/en/project/news.aspx
http://www.codexsinaiticus.org/en/project/participants.aspx
http://www.codexsinaiticus.org/en/project/conservation.aspx
http://www.codexsinaiticus.org/en/project/digitisation.aspx
http://www.codexsinaiticus.org/en/project/transcription.aspx
http://www.codexsinaiticus.org/en/project/webdevelopment.aspx
http://www.codexsinaiticus.org/en/project/webdevelopment.aspx
http://www.codexsinaiticus.org/en/project/webcontents.aspx
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To make sure that the images produced were consistent, common standards and
Imaging practices were established across all venues by the Technical Standards
Working Party. The recommendations included equipment (cameras, camera
software, lighting, lenses, etc.) and processes (setup, colour profiling, etc.).

Lighting

When choosing the best lighting conditions for digitising Codex Sinaiticus, two
aspects had to be carefully balanced. The writing on the leaves had to be readable
on the digital images, to allow researchers to read and analyse it. At the same time,
the natural appearance of the parchment anclink had to be faithfully reproduced, to
allow the appreciation of the physical traits of ' Codex Sinaiticus.

Different angles and levels of intensity were tested for the lighting, as the same set-
up had to be used for every page..Since each page reflected the light at different
angles, owing to the naturalkendulation of the parchment, a compromise had to be
found to minimise this effect.Beskresults were achieved when the pages were lit at
an angle of 45 degrees ondlow intensity without any backlighting.

The parchment leaves of Godex Sinaiticus feature many marks on its surface -
pricking holes, ruling indentations, as well as.many other natural details - which are
not easily visible with the 45 degree lighting directed from both sides of the page.
The decision was therefore made to'digitise each page twice, the second time with a
light source at a low angle from a top.corner. These are the 'raking light' images
which optimise the view of the physical features of the parchment.

Background

The leaves of Codex Sinaiticus are so thin that the text from the other side of the
page can show through when photographed. An appropriate background had to be
used to lessen the show-thirough and at the same time to Keep as true as possible
to the colour of the parchment:

Tests showed that'white-background paper allowed a'relatively faithful
representation of the parchment colour..The text, however, was often very hard to
read because of the-shew-threugh-from the, text en the other side of, the leaf. Black
background‘paper, onthe ‘other hand, reduced the show-through censiderably in
tests and made the text more readable. The page, however, appeared too dark and
the colours were not represented faithfully.


http://www.codexsinaiticus.org/en/project/participants.aspx#tswp
http://www.codexsinaiticus.org/en/project/participants.aspx#tswp
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