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##4780191022 : MAJOR THAI

KEY WORD : MYTH/RITUAL / GANESHA / THAI SOCIETY
RACHAN WIENGPERM : GANESHA : MYTH AND RITUAL IN THAI SOCIETY.
THESIS ADVISOR : ASSOC. PROF. SIRAPORN NA THALANG, Ph.D, 166 pp.

The purpose of this thesis is to gather information about myth, ritual and belief related to
Ganesha, to analyze the persistence of the belief and ritual related to Ganesha in Thai society.
The researcher compiled information from document and field work particularly in Bangkok and

surrounding area.

It is found that the myth of Ganesha known in Thai society came from Purana in India.
The two most popular stories are the story about Ganesha losing his head and the story about
Ganesha losing his tusk. Besides, there is also a story of Ganesha that reflects the integration

between Hinduism and Buddhism.

Rituals about Ganesha are performed in Hindu temples, Buddhist temples, people’s
houses and also in the spirit — medium places. Rituals about Ganesha in Thai society reflect the
integration between Hinduism, Buddhism and magic which is the factor of the persistence of

Ganesha in Thai society.

In addition, in Thai society, Ganesha is respected as God of Arts, God of suffering
relieve, God of Luck, and God of protection from obstacles. Such various roles of Ganesha

enhance the persistence of the belief in Ganesha in Thai society.

Departtment  :  Thai Student’s Signature .Bmhm.....'!.‘!i&rqum....
Fieldofstudy :  Thai Advisor's Signature ..., 2RAspenn, . VA o Lo
Academic Year : 2007
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