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ABSTRACT:

The conventlons ofl the monarchy as an Institution in Thailand
is as old as 1,0004yearsd /ThHrough ‘time, the scope and extent of the
royal prerogative has changed in response to the changes in WOrld

situation.' During the era of the Thai Absolute Monarchy, though the

.king was overwhelmlngly powerful, the Teaching of the Lord Buddha had

subjected the absolute monarch to important requirements for kingship.

The king.must adhere to Dharma_(Teachings of the Lord Buddha) of the

king which incorporates what' the king must. and must not do. Since

Buddhism was .then the national religion, the king's. prerogative was
'

subject to restrictions.

Later, the Absolute Monarchy was abolished, and replaced

~with the Constitutiénal Monarchy under the system of Parliamentary

_'Democracya‘ In the\early period of democracy, i.e. the political role

D

of the Reform Group and the nature of the extent and scope of the
. -

'.king's prerogatives under the'cgnstitution were not settled. | This

. resulted in the abdlcatlon of H.M. King Prajadhipok. : Even in the

'reign of H.M. Klng Ananda Mah1dol and the early perlod of the present

" King. the kings did not administer nor execute the_state affairs by



‘themselves. Those who were in power appointed groups of regerits to
do the works on the king's behalf. Therefore, during the said periods,
the king's prerogatives under the constitution can not be considered a -

a precedent.

Héwever, if one'examinés the theory of the‘Cbnstitptionél
Monérchy as ﬁodelled aftef tﬁat of Great Britain, one can see that
the king's prerogative under the constitutien does not appeaf only in
i‘writteh documents but also gs-conventions:and'customs. The most
imbortant powervis'thé adyisory role given to fhé government. In thé
caée'of Thailénd, H.M. King Raﬁa'the_IX has always exérciséd
that pbwer'thréugh democrétic propeSsAwhenéver he was conéﬁlted..
Thdqghuhe has given f;commendatiqns in éome occésions, they are
_undefsfood by all paréiés concerned, that fhose recommendatidns are
.not aBsolgté orders_aé in the, petriod 6f the Absolute Monarchnyather,A
the government usuélly takes:the fegomﬁendations to reconsider as . it
Ideems appropriate. Thé égvernment has direct resppnsibiiity to .the
?é?liaﬁent as in a usual democratic structure in orderito.conform to -
the COnspitutional monérchy's principle of and phildsophy of ";hg kiné'

can do no wrong"

*The royal exercise of the power,through the constitution,
particularly the unwritten one, has a very wide scope and extent.

' The actual effedEiVengss of the exercise is'subject to several variables,

~
~

namely; the respect people phy tohim} thé fadth péople‘have for him,
the kindness‘énd‘Credibility of ' the'Monarch and the pdlitipal structure
~ and orientation of the government. The king's prerogatiﬁe as mentioned

‘above should not be défineddnor-written, Rather, it should be left
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