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Project Title An Analysis of the Television Program Components Format
Researcher Metha Sereethanawong

Year August, 2004

Abstract

The four main significant components for television program are title, menu,
interlude and end credit. All of them are contributed to the program’s characteristics,
style and ambience and leading to effective viewing. The audience will learn through
these elements of how that particular program is all about and how it shaping up our
expectation.

The purposes of the research are:

1. To be used as a supporting documents for “Program Components

Production” course.

2. To gather basic knowledge in program components’ production and

creation.

The research found that:

Program components — title, menu, interlude and end credit are created by
various characteristics to identify the television program. Each program component has
its main characteristics as follow:

Title, the first part of a program which gives name of the program to the
audience, has the following characteristics:

1) FORM = The form consists of Program’s Name, Symbol, Person, Visual
Narration, Plot and unrelated shots to the program. A few forms are found in each title
but only one is dominant.

2) SHOT - Shots in a program component are both video shots used in
informative program and computer graphic shots used in imaginative program as well
as in creating the program title. Simple shots taken for title and mix edited are mostly
used to gather more information.

3) VISUAL STORY - Visual elements — space, line, shape, tone, color,
movement and rhythm are chosen for contrasting effect for the shots. However visual

structure is not intensified by the principle of contrast and affinity.



4) FONT - San serif fonts are mostly used in both Thai and English. The size of
the font is about 1/5 — 1/6 of the screen’s height. Only one color with edge and bold type
are used to distinguish from the background. The position of the font is normally center.
High legibility and readability font are shown on screen by cut edit.

5) ORDER - Title order is the following: station — with — production
company/organization — sponsor — present — program name — host/master of
ceremony/cast — crew. The order can vary with program format.

6) SOUND - Music is mixed to perfect the title. Speech in title is used to give
information, advertise, introduce the guests and the host, greet the audience and
provide the content. Songs are composed to introduce the tile, the program and the
content.

7) LENGTH - Title length mostly depends on the program’s total length which
can be ranged from 10-60 seconds.

8) STYLE - Leading style should be comprised of the following elements: fun,
dynamic, excited, formal, modern, out of date, Thai, rural.

Menu represents the program by showing some parts of the content which has
the following characteristics:

1) SHOT - Shots are selective from the content. They can be distinguished by
using framing or editing cut to briefly show the content and sponsors.

2) FONT - San serif fonts are mostly used in both Thai and English. The words
show the “to be shown” meaning.

3) SOUND - Speech in menu is to give an information.

Interlude, the program component between the content and the.commercials
expresses the program’s name. Interlude has the following characteristics:

1) FORM - There are various types of interlude forms, for instance, part of a title,
program name or logo, creating the different program title style, episode name and
Sponsor.

2) FONT - The program name and the episode name are the same
characteristics as the title font. Another words shown “to be continued” meaning are the

same character as menu.



3) ORDER - Interlude order is the following: sponsor (- the next shot) — title — tip
(~ commercials) tip — program/episode name — sponsor (— episode name). The order
may vary with program format.

4) SOUND — Most of the sound in interlude is music.

End credit, a final part of program component acknowledges all of the
production team including sponsors. It has the following characteristics:

1) FORM - Three forms of end credit are being part of program content or
presenting immediately after program’s content; changing the color and light; and
reducing the frame.

2) SHOT - Shots are created by parts of program’s content, title or interlude,
sponsor and production company logo.

3) ORDER - End credit order is the following: next time program shot — sponsor
(~ crew) — production company which varies with program format.

4) SOUND - Music and song are used the same way as title. Speech in end
credit is used to advertise, suggest an idea and from the next time program.

The study also found that the producer often neglected the program
components since they did not represent the program concept and have become areas
for commercial instead. In addition, they cannot hold the audience’s interest because
the lack of visual structure.

Finally, the program components production is also controlled by budget, time
and technology factor. These factors are considered key to the development of program

components production.
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