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Project Title Narcotic Problems : A Study and Analysis of

Legal Aspects

Name of thesfﬁiéstiqator Chaiyos Hemarajata

Year Sl Dctober 1982

ABSTRACT

The drug problem is one of.the most significant social
problems at present. Nowadays, Théfiand must set aside a large sum
of money to tack]e this problem as well as m0b11121ng other resources
for that purnose. To do this, the government-has tr1ed by 211 means
.to coconerate with the international commun1fy for the purpose of

1ncrea51ng the effectiveness in dea!1na w1th the problem. The

aovernmen j1s well aware that the drug prob]em mav 1n large part
cause a cha1n of probiems like crimes, de11auency problems,
prostitution, hide-outs!_and gambling. These problems all directly
or indirectly affectfbﬁr national stability, peace and order, and
good moral as well as our economy However, narcotics. are st111
prevalent among our youth or adoTnscents not dec11n1nq even at a
small degree. It seems that narcotics will more and more 1ncrease

Jdn the forseeable future and the longer the time, the more ser1ous

and chron1c this problem is,

Leqa1 measures for prevent1nq narcot1cs are especially
1mpcrtantones to tackle the drug prob]em as 1n do1ng s0 there must
be certain regulations, procedures, and prmmp'!ess ‘which surely

are derived from legal measures. It can therefore be said that



o)

2. Some 1eqa1 measures shou1d be annu]Ted because there is
no 1onqer neCESS1TV for them.’ '

3. That Tha1land 15 a narty to th@ Narcot1c COHVPntIOH dﬂdi
fo the Psychotronvc Substances ConventTOn makes it necessany to
enact laws in- accordonce w1th otner parties, and honce some 1an1
?»measures _cannot be applied effvct1ve1y | ! | _
| 4. Some acts are not: conducive to author1txes in perfonm1ng .

'?3 their:gut1es'asvauthcr1ty is not given suffic1ent1y or c]ear!y.

: ?hereforé; the study and analysis of the narcotic sr0b1em :
in the 1cga1 sense entails f1nd1ng out some suztapr 1ega1 measures .
to rect1ﬁv the - above shortcom1nrs The research act1v1t1os are
:divided {ﬁto two narts= Documentarv Research and F1e1c Redearch

Th° second ong is meant to survey the t 1u-des ﬂf d1fferen+ Dﬂrsons‘
:3jfrom many wa1ks of 11;9 who play a rﬁ]e in f1nd1nn out soiut1ons
to the nrob1em9 and its rpsu1+s w111 be condﬁnsnd w1th a view to

makinﬂ lenaT measures as wo11 as possible.
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1. American Pharmaceutical Assocz&*mn ad hoc sznlt’ceé on
Acquirement ‘of the Brug n_a’nl’r (1903)
*'Hde comnittee recommended: :
1. Severe pemlb:z.as for illegal drug sale..
2. Strong state emomemerrt of laws, =

3, Eliminate eu,,lz op:.um importation.

4s Unrefiliable heroin prescriptions e issued only by

a physician,

e

® The Um.vers:n:ty of Chicago, “Narcortlcs, laws relat:.ng to,
Encyclopaed::.a Britennica Vol, 16 (1968\ 336

® Robert: J,Wicks and Jevame J, ‘Platt , Drug Abuse : A Cli-
minal Just:me Primer ( Los AngeJ.es, California : _Benzig‘er Bruce &

Glencoe, Inc,, 19’7’?),_-;1?__’9'; 108 = 109,
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24 Pure Food and Drug Act (1906)
- There was. one noteworthy prOV1sion in thls a.cte >
?._Patent madlclnesutraded in 1nterstate commerce must:
?roviée labelingiof.ény narcotic sonkants
3. qarrlson Aot (1914) | |
This act nad several significant PPGV1SIOHS;
'1 Records have to be kept of drugs received by addlcts
from reglstered physxclans.
”2 Revenue stamns required on packages contalnlng more thans
“the permutted amount of opiates and‘recordS'of transace
tions iﬁvolving retail sales of theh; sefére_pénalties | :
- for violation of.thesé provisions., |
;G Reglstratlon with Internal Revenus Collector of agents
' 1nvolved in oplate manufacture, sale, or transportatloneu
ok 'Webb ot al, V. United States (1919)
Supreme Court Bullng'Ouulawed addlctlon malntenance. 
Behrman v, United States (1922) |
: Supreme toart Rullng Outlawed any Prescrlptloﬁ of narcotlcs |
for addlcts. ‘
-'.fsgiNarcotlc Drug Import and Export Act (1922)
. By th;s agt, severe penaltlas (f;ne of”not moré.than_$ S,QOO :
- éhd_teﬁ years iﬁ priébn) ﬁére instiﬁutedzfor é:narcoticsngoﬁvictiOn..
6. Lndar ¥ United States 268 U,S. 5 (1925) _
| Supreme Court Rullng. Phy31c1a“ vOUld prescrlbe narcob 105
in moderate dosage to relleve w1thdrawal symptoms.
| 7. Uniform Ns.rcot ic Aot (1932) |

'._ mhls act was- d381gned to coordlnate federa* and *ocal record
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keeping of drug transactn.ons.
8, Narccmlcs Drug Control Act (1956)

Thu.s act mposed severe penaltles for drug—related

offenses.,
- offense Penalty
Pos’se:s:.:s'zi'i.(;ﬁ; 1 st 2 to 10 years
Possess:.on, 2 nd 5 to 10 years (manda’cory sentence)*
Selhng, 1 st 5 to 10 years (mandatory sentence)*
Possession, 3 rd 10 to 40 years (mandatory sentence)
'.Se}_"’u'.‘ng‘3 2 nd 10 to z,o::‘-')}éars (manda*bory sentence) or st

. possibly death sentence if seller is over
‘the age of 18 and if the sale is to &
minor,
9o American Medical Association and imericen Bar Associstion
Joint uomm..‘b‘bee on Narcotic Drugs (1958)

The Committee recammended exper:unentag. oubpatlent treat»

men‘c or aad.lcts 3 less Drov:Ls:.on for severe penaltles.

10. Robinson v. United States 370 foS. 660 (1962)
Supreme Court Ralr’xg., Addlcuon snould not be punished
by mpmsmmexrt except in uhose cases where civil commitment for

treatment 1is refused,

11. Comprehensive Drug Abuse Prevention and Control Act
(1970)

3 T ' ’ i .
Mitigating circumstances cannot be taten into account by the court.
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Supersedéd-“m other federé;.i marcotic laws,

2 Bursau of Namctios and Dangerous Drugs (BNDD) was
given eni‘orcement pouers over- dnzgs conbrolled . by the
act, . -

3. Penaiﬁ'ies...based. on drug olassiﬁcation, whether it-is
a ﬁ.rst. or subsequent offense, and type.of involwement
{ that. :.s, possession, .sale, manufacture )
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