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Thesis Title Siamese Foreign Policy Towards Western Powers in
the Reign of King Rama III ( 1824 - 1851 )

Name Miss Wongduen Nafasuj
Department of History

Acadaenmic Year 1975
ABSTRACT

This thesis is agstudy of Siamese foreipgn policy with regard
to the Western Powers during'the reigni ofi King Rama TII ( 1824 ;
1851 ) in which two major points are discussed. Firstly, Causes
which led the Sianese Gove;nmeﬁf to epen the country for diplonmatic

relations with Gpgat‘Bfitain and ‘the United States of Anmerica.

Sedondly, In§g$tigation of the jotives which subsequently led the
Sianese leaders to conclude-the trecaties of friendship and connerce
with the two respective Powers in 18626 and 1833.

In the reign+of Rama III, the distrust of the Siamese Government
~ of Western Powers was la general mood and as a result Siamese foreign
policy was conducted withegreat care forgfear of Western political
influence and @ts intervention. Nevertheless, Sianese relationships
with the West during this period could not be treated as the turning
point of Sdamese forefgn=poddicys itpwasyin fact,antransitional
period which led fto the new 'dircction of Siamese foreign policy

towards the VWest.



. This Thesis is divided into 5 chapters excluding the intro-

duction and the conclusion.
The introduction deals with the qﬁestions thenselves, the

purpose of the research, the related problers.and benifit gained
fron the study. Chapter I covers the histery of the diplonatic
relations betweén the West and Sian from Ayudhya tTo early Rattana-
kosin prior to the reign of King Rana III, Chapter II discusses
the nature of Sianmesesforeign/trade on which the meking of Siamese
foreign policy was based; the discussion will help the reader to
understand the characteristics of Siamege forcign policy in the
reign of Rama III. Chapter ILII and IV deal with the nature of Siamese
foreipgn policy towards Great Britains the reasons why Britain decided
to cend o uisnion to Sion fo nepetiatethe establishment of diplo-
natic relations and the reasons which led the Sianese Governnent
to accept British prgposals is studied in detail, Tnternational
politics and econouniefimplicaticns are also covered ins/this chapter.
The relations betweenrSiam and the United States of fmerica ig
discussed>in Chapter V, The concluding c¢hapter sunmarizes the
consequences of.Siarese relation botween Western Powers, during

the reign of Hing Rema III{
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