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ABSTRACT

The purposesjof this study were to survey the 1ﬁE;rest in
topics in English of the students at the upper secondary education
level in Bangkok Metropolis, to compare the students' inferes£s in
topics in English acgording to sex, grade and program of study, .and
to survey the interest éf the'students ‘in the Engliéh supplementary
readers prescribed for the English curriculum at the upper secondary

education level by Ministry-of-Education.

The sample.of this study selected by stratified random sampling
‘'were 1,680 students at the upper gecondary educaticn level, drawn
from eight co-educational govgrnment schbols selected from eight'groups
of secondarylscho;ls in Bangkok Metropolis as determined by Department
of General Education. . Two hundred and ten students were selected
from three grades of each school : Mathayom Suksa 4 (M.4), Mathayom
Suksa ‘4 (M.S.4}, 'and Mathayom Suksé 5 [[M.S.5). [Bach grade onsisted
of .two piograms of study : arts and science, each of which consisted

thirty-five students.



The instrument used for collecting data in this study was a

survey questionnaire constructed and developed by the researcher.

It was checked fér its content validity by fivz experts in the fielés
of English teaching, children's literature, reading materials develop-
ment and library science. After the experimental test with twenty
students,'the questionnaires were refined, and distributed to the
sampled population. The obtained data were statistically analyzed: by
means of percentagey thegarithmatic means, the standard deviation,

the t-test and the F-test.

The results of this study led to the conclusion that the
upper secondary edugation leyvel students in Bangkok Metropolis were
interested in reading both fiction ,and non-fiction at a high level.
For non-fiction, the students were highly interested in reading the
topics in the categorxies of Social Seiences, History, Arts and
Recreation. For fiction, ‘the students were highly interested in
reading the topics of the following types : humorous, love, mystery
and detective, tfavel and adventure, and science=faction. In compar-
ing students' interests, it was found that there was a stafistically
-significant difference between the boy-student's and the gifl—student's
interests in topiés jin English at p =.05. There was a statiétically
significant [différence between Mathayom Suksa 4 (M.4), Mathayom Suksa
4 (M.s.4), and Mathayom Suksa 5 (M.S.5) students' interests'in’topics
in Bnglish &typ & «05./ ‘However, there was sno significant difference
between the"interests of the students "in 'science program and arts
program. Additionally, the ubper secondary educatidn level students

)
were interested in almost all of the supplementary readers prescribed



by Ministry of Education for the upper secondary education level.
The readers inwhich they were highly interested were Oliver Twist,

The Story of Frankenstein, Robinson Crusoe, Love Stories, Daddy-

Long-Legs, Gulliver's Tr tle Women, and The Murder

of Roger Ackroyd.
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