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Thesis Title Problems in Teaching Thai History in Lower

Secondary Schools in Bangkok Metropolis

Name Miss Siriwan Suwanarpa

Department Secondary ,Education

Academic Year . 1973

ABSTRACT

’

The purpose of thig study was to identify major problems‘of
teaching Thai history in Lower Secondary Schools. Specifie¢ally, it
attempte& to find out the adequacies of the curriculum content,text
boocks, teaching metheds &and materials, and evaluation techniques
used at the present time. The quest}onnaires were sent to 57 social
studies teachers and 480 ‘M.S8. 1-3 students in 10 Lower Secondary
Schools in Bangkok, The collected data was analyzed in percentage
" and average percentages or mean, The résults were as follows: In
view of teachers, Thai history content was so long that the time
was so short, The students, however, thought that the content was
adequate. Since the Ministry of Educdtion set the uniform Thai
history syllabus, the teachers expressed the needs to participate in
construction of Thai history sysllabus to fit their own needs and
1dcalities. ‘Dot teschers and students) werelin Agreemefit that
Thai history textbooks were inadequate because of the lack of
clarity of content and major history concept. Teaching method
was also found ineffeetive because teachers used primarily lecture

method with some modifications, namely, clarification of some



difficult topics or ideas. The students still played the passive
role in teaching-learning situation, Teaching aids were used at

the minimal because of the lack of time and money. Activities were
also found meager aithough both teachers and students accepted the
usefullness of such ac%ivities. Both objective and essay evaluation
techniques were used hand in hand. Howevery teachers and students
made strong suggestions that 'a wider range of evaluation technigques
should be used so that measurement was not so limitéd to memory
only.

.In the study, ecertain recommendations were made. Firstly,
the Ministry of Education should improve Thai history curriculum and
tex#books through the cooperation of 1earnedAageﬂcies lik Siam Socie-
ty and the National Committeée ‘on Thai History. Secondly, Teachers
Training Department and Secondary Scheols Supervisory Unit should
play more actives role through the pré service andl ineservice train-
ing of social studies teachers with the emphasis on.the improvement
of feaching method, materials and evaluation, Thirdly,‘social
studies teachers should build an awareness of the siénificance of
fhai history and the teaching of Thaihistory as the means of the
preservation; of Thai national heritages along with the development

of eritical mindedness in their students.
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