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## 4780109722 : MAJOR LINGUISTICS

KEY WORD : HAPTIC/ ETHNOSEMANTICS/ TOUCH/ATTITUDE
KANTIMA RAKWONGWAN: AN ETHNOSEMANTIC STUDY OF HAPTIC TERMS
AND TERMS EXPRESSING ATTITUDES TO TOUCH IN THAL THESIS ADVISOR:
PROF. AMARA PRASITHRATHSINT, Ph.D., 156 pp.

Touch is a basic sense of perception. A review of literature shows that most studies on touch
or haptic perception are in physical science or psychology. There has been no study of haptic terms
used by lay persons, especially in Thai. The objectives of this study are twofold: 1) to classify terms
concerning touch in Thai. 2) to analyze the semantic components of basic haptic terms, linguistic
strategies in forming non basic haptic terms, and the meanings of terms expressing attitude toward
touch in Thai.

The data used in this study was taken from two dictionaries, and ten purposively selected
novels in Thai, from a group of fifty Thai informants by having them write as many as possible terms
concerning touch, and from another group of twenty informants by letting them identify and describe
various kinds of objects they were asked to touch.

The resulis of the study show that in Thai there are tweniy-five basic haptic terms
representing twenty-four basic haptic categories: &hrdkhrd ‘rugged’. sdpdmedpdm or phmpdm
‘knobby’, rigp ‘smooth’, si:k rough’, fon‘slippery’. ph#t ‘not smooth’, yd.p ‘not fine’, li7iar ‘fine’,
khén “hard’, afm *soft’y ndm *very soft’, kridcp “crisp’, prd ‘fragile’. yow *elastic’. /&w ‘liquid’, /&
‘mushy’, niaw *sticky”, vem ‘cool’, Zdn ‘lukewarm’, rion “hot”, piak ‘wet’, md:t ‘almost dry’, chi:n
‘moist’, and A&y *dry’. The meanings of all these basic haptic terms are differentiated by four major
dimensions of contrast: 1) substance, which is identified by solidness, softness, bouncing, springing
back quickly, density, stickiness, breakahility, breaking into small pieces, consisting of pieces, and
largeness 2) surface divided into smoothness, knobbiness. and frictionness. 3) wetness and
4) temperature.

The analysis of non-basic haptic terms reveals that seven main strategies are used in the
formation of these words: 1) reduplication of haptic terms with or without tone modification,
2) combining two haptic terms, 3) combining one haptic term with a modifier, 4) using the names of
specific objects as haptic terms, 5} using monolexemic words, 6) using &hi:nkhd:g ‘rather’ with
haptic term, and 7)using 23k ‘out” with haptic term.

The analysis of terms expressing attitude toward touch-indicates that they are classified into
three groups according to the meanings: positive, negative and neutral terms. The positive category
signifies the sense of comfortable, enjoyvable, good, strong, safe, and clean. The negative category
signifies uncomfortable, disgusted, not good, weak, dirty, unpleasant, and dangerous, and the neutral
category has the sense of indifferemi, and simple. Regarding desirable and undesirable haptic

categories, the most favorite haptic category is nidm *very soft” while the least favorite haptic category
is i mushy”.
The findings of this study show that the ethnosemantic approach used in the analysis was

very effective in revealing the distinctive system of perception of touch reflected in Thai, which may
be different from that reflected in other languages.

Department...........Linguistics............. Student’s si gnmum....l’ia

Field of study........Linguistics............. Advisor’s signature.

Academic vear.... 2007.......ccovvnvenn
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