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Thesis Title The English Reading and Writing Ability of First

Year University Students

Name Miss Kusuma Manasunton

Academic Year 1975 -
ARSTRACT

Purposes

The purpose of this study was to investigate the level of
English reading and writing ability of first year university
students; whether the students® reading and writing abilities
were correlated or net; whether sex or students' achievement in
English subject in MeSe 5 were related.to their ability to comprehend

and to express themselves in written English.

Procedure

The tests constructed were composed of three parts: a
reading comprehensgion test consisting of thirty multiple-choice
questions which tested the ability to comprehend in paraphrasing,
interpretation and extrapolation, a'comprehenive writing test
consistingpof twenty multiple-choice questions which measured the
ability in organizing the ideas _and information, mechanics and
style of writings and a compoSitien based on pictures, which was
evaluated by two scorersunder similar marking rules and operationse

The markings were divided into four broad categories: ideas and



imagination, organization, machanics, and style, with further
subheadings under eache Two hundred freshmen from four universities:
Kasetsart, Chulalongkorn, Thammasart and Silpakornj; 90 male students
and 110 female students were selected by simple random sampling.
Means, standard deviations and feliabilities were computed for all
tests and for students?! M.8. 5 English marks, t-tests were computed
to determine the significance of mean differences among the measures,
and Pearson's produet=momént correlations were computed to determine

the relationships among all’ variables measured.

Results

>

1. The resulfs from the reading compreheﬁsion, comprehensive
writing and the essay fests dindicated the following order in test
scores: reading comprehension'highest, essay second, and comprehensive
writing the loweste

2, None of the significant differences noted between the
scores of males and females, or between reading and writing ability
were significantat .05 level.

3. The students' reading and writing abilities were
significantly correlated (.35 =-.45) at the .01 level.,

L, The correlation between scoves '6n the prepared tests and
their marks of English achievement in M.S. 5 were significant

(030 3 990) at the 001 1evelo
Recommendations

1. The teaching of reading and writing should be integrated

in order to obtain mutual reinforcement.



i

2. It was found that most of the students' errors were
concerned with the comprehension ability in interpretation and

extrapolation. Teaching, there , should emphasize the reading

skills and abilities hig ry level,

3. Students sh rsua ve good reading habits

and should also ha ¢ attitudes towards reading. They
should use the 5Q Q should also

practice readin %AH; the materials

k. There s "in selec g appropriate words

\\Hﬁcrecisely and

clearly because i d,that ; students had problems

that are read.

in this area,

5. Students s ising and rewriting their

composit@on drafts so tha o1 i 1. work will be full of

interesting inform: nd compose: le
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