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“Justice is the first virtue of social institutions,
as truth is of systems of thought.”

John Rawls, A Theory of Justice
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Philosophy of Rousseau , (Cambridge : Cambridge University Press ,1974), p.11
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basis of which we judge our own actions and those of others to be good or bad. This principle he calls
conscience. It is the idea which provides the justification for Rousseau statement that “everything I feel good is

good and everything I feel to be evil is evil” John Charvet, The Social Problem in the Philosophy of Rousseau

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1974), p. 104.
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" “Let us join," said he, "to guard the weak from oppression, to restrain the ambitious, and secure to
every man the possession of what belongs to him: let us institute rules of justice and peace, to which all without
exception may be obliged to conform; rules that may in some measure make amends for the caprices of fortune,
by subjecting equally the powerful and the weak to the observance of reciprocal obligations. Let us, in a word,
instead of turning our forces against ourselves, collect them in a supreme power which may govern us by wise
laws, protect and defend all the members of the association, repulse their common enemies, and maintain
eternal harmony among us." 910 Ibid., p. 98.

2 Ibid., p. 97.
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" “Such was, the origin of society and law, which bound new fetters on the poor, and gave new
powers to the rich; which irretrievably destroyed natural liberty, eternally fixed the law of property and
inequality, converted clever usurpation into unalterable right, and, for the advantage of a few ambitious
individuals, subjected all mankind to perpetual labor, slavery and wretchedness...” Ibid., p. 99.

** “The Justice and Uselessness of my complaints planted in my mind the seeds of indignation against
our stupid civil institutions, in which the true public interest and real justice are always scarified to serve only
the sanction of public authority to the oppression of the weak and the injustice for the stronger” Jean Jacques

Rousseau, The Confession, translated by Derek Matravers (London: Wordsworth,1996), Book VIII, p. 315.
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and their nature is such that in fulfilling them we cannot work for others without working for ourselves. Why is
it that the general will is always in the right, and that all continually will the happiness of each one, unless it is
because there is not a man who does not think of "each" as meaning him, and consider himself in voting for

all? s A9 J.J Rousseau, “The Limits of the sovereign Power” in The Social Contract, translated by G.D.H
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“33 Rousseau, “The General will is Destructible” in The Social Contract, translated by G.D.H

Cole, Op cit., p. 275.
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* "Public edueation, therefore, ‘under. regulations ‘prescribed by "the government, and under
magistrates established by the Sovereign, is one of the fundamental rules of popular or legitimate government.
If children are.brought up in.common.in the.bosom of equality,.if they are.imbued.with.tle laws of the State
and the precepts of the general will; if they are taughtitoirespect thesé.abave all things, if they.are surrounded
by examples and objects which constantly remind them of the tender mother who nourishes them, of the love
she bears them, of the inestimable benefits they receive from her, and of the return they owe her, we cannot
doubt that they will learn to cherish one another mutually as brothers, to will nothing contrary to the will of
society " Iﬂiﬂ@' Ibid., p. 74.

5T "The Homeland cannot subsist without liberty, no liberty without virtue, no virtue without citizens;
create citizens, and you have everything you need, without them, you will have nothing but slaves. To form

citizens is not the work of a day, and in order to have men it is necessary to educate them when they are

children" 11399 Tbid., p. 72.
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“Let us establish Just laws for our contract”

J.J Rousseau, The Social contract
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* "If the common interest is the object of the association, it is clear that the general will must be the
rule of the actions of the social body. This is the fundamental principle which I have tried to establish" 11 J.J

Rousseau, "Geneva Ms Source of the final version of the Social contract" in The Social Contract and

Discourses” (London: Everyman ,1993), p. 320.
™ “It follows from what has gone before that the general will is always upright and always tends to
the public advantage..." Ibid., p. 203.

! 1.J Rousseau, Discourse on Political Economy, Op cit., p. 70.
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