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INFORMATION PROCESSING
SASITHON YUWAKOSOL : THE CONSTRUCTION OF PERSONAL POLITICAL INFORMATION
MILIEU. THESIS ADVISOR : ASST. PROF. DUANG-KAMOL CHARTPRASERT, Ph.D., 352 pp.

This objective of this research is to study the construction of personal political information
milieu, the relationship between the construction of information milieu and information overload, the‘
factors influencing their construction of bolitical information milieu, and the impact of construction of
information milieu and information overload. The study uses — questionnaire-based survey research and
in-depth interview. .

The research finds that individual constructs their own political information milieu. The process
of construction has three phases — perception, choosing their own information, and exposure
respectively. The three main factors that influence the construction are following - media and
information characteristic, personal information requirement, and information processing capacity. In
the perception phase, the media and information characteristic is found to be a major factor. In contrast,
in the phases of choosing their own information, and exposure, personal information requirements and
information processing capacities are the major factors.

The sample has a low average score of information overload. The model derived from the data
analysis indicates that the respondents may experience information overload under two conditions. The
first condition is when the respondents feel that they have a lot of information to process, when the
information is complex , full of detail and fast changing but that they have limited processing time. The
second condition is when the respondents overwhelmingly expose to political media and content.
However, the factor that help reduce the level of information overload is the respondents' level of
satisfaction with the amount of information they are able to use.

Information overload doesn't have any relationship with these three information search
strategies — compensatory search, non-compensaiory search, and heuristic st(ategy. However, the

information overload has positive relationship with political efficacy.

Sosithon,  Yuwakose)

Field of study ....Communication Arts.......... Student’s signature

Academic year........ 2007 ., Advisor's signature |
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