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# # 5080774624 : MAJOR SOCIOLOGY
KEYWORDS : POLITICS OF IDENTITY/ ISLAM / MALAYU/ MUSLIMPATTANI / DEEP
SOUTH THAILAND / DIVERSITY

EKKARIN TUANSIRI; THE POLITICS OF IDENTITY: DIVERSITY AND
DYNAMICS OF “MALAYU MUSLIM PATTANI" IN DEEP SOUTH THAILAND.
ADVISOR: PROF. SURICHAI WUNGAOW, 197 pp.

The thesis aims to study the diversity and facilitating factors leading to the social changes
in the Malay-Muslim society of Thailand's southem provinces. The study is being camied out
through the lens of Islamic ideology, Malay identity, concept of peace and violence. The study also
focuses on the dynamics of identity politics, discourse on religious value, Malay identity and its
effects on violence and peace.

The study employs qualitative research methods through in-depth interviews and focus
group interviews. Combination of research techniques have been applied which includes
documentary and data collection in the field; purposive sample study on different Muslim factions
in several areas of Southemn provinces with a specific focus on Khana Kao {Conservative Wing)
and Khana Mai (Progressive Wing).

The research found that the ideclogical diversity in religious and ritual practices is not the
major factors or problems leading to the violence. Though conflict appears among communities, it
is not the principal faclor driving the violence in the area. In fact, the current ideological conflict
between Khana Khao (Conservative Wing) and Khana Mai (Progressive Wing) has gradually
reduced as the communities are facing common challenges.

The increasing violent attacks by the separatists/ terrorist groups and challenges posed by
some of the government policies and practices that contradict to the Malay- Muslim way of life
have generated collaboration between Khana Khao (Conservative Wing) and Khana Mai
{Progressive Wing) to jointly solve probiems pertaining the conflict in the communities in order to

preserve Malay-Muslim identity and Istamic way of life.
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circulation of ideas, and whether it takes the form of acknowledged or
unconscious influence, creative borrowing, or wholesale appropriation, the
movement of ideas and theories from one place to another is both a fact of life
and a usefully enabling condition of intellectual activity. Having said that,
however, one should go on to specify the kinds of movement that are possible,
in order to ask whether by virtue of having moved from one place and time to
another an idea or a theory gains or loses in strength, and whether a theory in
one historical period and national culture becomes altogether different for

another period or situation. (Said Edward, 1983, p. 226)”
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