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ABSTRACTS

The purpos€ ofithis research was to study the users and
nonusers of the bookireading center in Muban Thamkhanong, Thambon
Saklek, Amphoe Muang-Phighit; Changwat Phichit, on personal
background, nature of using, reasons for use and not-.use, and
problems in using the/bogk reading center; and te compare the
information assimilation and knowledge between the users and

nonusers.

The population used in this reacarch were 166 people,
living in the purpdse area who were 15 years old and over, did
not continue their education after having finished Prathomsuksa 4
and had never moved out of the village. The population were
divided into 2<{groupsj; users ;and MONuUserss; The-users were
those who used 'thé reading center/regularly atlleast once per

week, Nonusers were those who did not use the reading center at all.

The research toolsimere.guestionaire and test.  The
questionaire was used for acquiring data on users in various
aspects, The test was used for acjuiring data on information
'assimilation and knowledge of users and nonusers. Statistical
analysis was done through the use of percentage, mean, Standard

'

deviation and t-test,

The rescarch result showed that males used the reading centor

more than femzles. Most of the users were 40 - 49 years old,



and had finished Prathomsuksa 4 over 16 years ago. Users not only
gained knowledge and news from village reading center, but also from
head of the village and head of the schogl there. Besides, they

could read newspapers at coffee shop and food shop or heme.

Most of the users used the book resading center from 2 - 6
times a week at irregular time. They stzted that they were conveniont
in using the book feading center. Reasons for using the hook reading
center were given, thc most important/ofic.was their ample leisure time.
Other reasons were their pzeference of reéading and their need to increase
veading ability. Users are.interested mostly in newspaper, reading of
which local news reached.at the high level. In Sarn Karnsuksa Nok
Rongrien (Nonformal Educatien Bulletin) users liked to read news and
articles on occupation, the Netion, Religion, the King, and Thai cultures
at high level. In the Nonforgal-Education Bulletin on Population Study;
users were intcrested in kmowicdge for thelr occupation at high level.
As for Khao Kasetr (Agrigulture News), users were interested at high level in

the column on problems faced by agriculturists,

The majority of nontsers were females. Most of sampled
nonusers were 30 - 39 years old, and had finished Prathomsuksa 4 over
16 years ago. They gained knowledge and news from head of the village
more than other people. Besides, they could réad newspapers at home or

coffee shop and food shop in the viliage, Tespectively.

Some main reasops for not usesthe village book reading center

were too much btirden to have free time to rend and had the problems

concerning their health and sight,

Thé ‘compaxative study) of informztion fassimildtion and
knowledge of users and nonusers shows that users had gained
information more than nonusers which supported the hypothesis
of the research. Considering by contents, it was found that users
assimilated news and knowledge more tham nonusers on health and
first aid, occupation, social functions and family planing those
of which were found significantly different. Yet, there was no
difference on information assimilation and knowledge between users

and nonusers in current local and national news and laws,



The researcher recormends the foilcwing ideas for the
improvement of the use of the village book reading center. Om
reading materials, special reading materials for people with sights
impaired and for those with low reading ability should be acquired.
The production and dissemination of reading materials for book
reading centers should be quickened, and cooperative acquisition among

responsible agencies should be exerciseds

On administrative aspect, the présent village committee of
the book reading center saould be termed at 2 - 3 years intervals.
More publicity should be.made in crder o attract more users, users

survey should be done.
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