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ABSTRACT

Opium revenue was first &ollected in the reign of Hing
Mongkut (1851 - 1868). Formerly, opium was regarded as illicit
goods; thus, smoking and selling of opium was strictly prohibited
in Thailand. However, due to the British merchants' demand of
opium trade and the unsuccessful measures on the part of the govern-
ment to stop opium smuggling infgthe country, Thailand was compelled
to allow legal selling and smoking .of opium. Opium revenue was

.

first collected by tax-farmers and became one of- the important

sources of government income.

This thesis tries to analyze the government's policies
concerning opium revenue, the process of monopoiizing collection
by tax-farmers, the middlemen, opium markets and the effect on
opium consumers. It also points out the importance of opium
revenue to fiscal policy of the government dur;ng the reigns of

King Chulalongkorn and King Vajiravudh (1868 - 1925).



pil

The study found that :fter signing treatics with Britain
in 1855 and with other following countries, the benefits from royal
trade monopoly werce abolished, whicl consequeﬁtly decreased the
national income. The govermnment, therefore, had to find other sources
of income to substitute them. 4is opium revenue tended to incrcase
successively, thc government showed great interest in formulating
policies with the aim of increasing this kind of revenue. Hence,
opium revenuc reached its pczlk towards the end of King Chulalongkorn's
reign and the beginning of Hamg Vajiravudh's reign - indicating
improvement ia the governuentfs tax-gollection policy. After that,
opium revenﬁe became one-fourth of the government total income.
Thus, it was very difficult for the govermment during King Vajiravudh's
reign, faced with fiscal problemsg to abelish opium revenue, because
the government wzas not able fo seck other income to replace it.
Moreover, the cconomic crisis at the end of King Vajiravudh's rcign
had worsened the situation. As a result, the goyernment's plan to
abolish opium revenuc had to be delayed until the fiscal condition

improved.
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