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Datag from a probability sample of children of  mothers
of reproductive age residing in metropolitan Bangkok, Thailand.,
in o 1990 are used to ' explore  the  determinants and health
conseguences of  alternative ¢hild care arrangements for pra-—
school—-aged children.  HNon-maternal child care srrangemsnts have
bacone more COmmMOR  OVer time in Bangkok, & change that is
attributable to some combination of decliping fertility, risgsing
educational attainment of women, and increased female labor
force participation rates. Despite the trend over time,  the
predominant arrangement for children in the first three years of
life remains care by the mother. Among older preschool-aged
children {aged 3-8}, however, sttendance at kindergartens and
other early schools i  as common a8 is care by the mother.
Child Car@‘armamg&Mﬁmﬁﬁ vary svstematically not only by child's
age, but also by the mother's emplovment and socio-economic
status, with enploved, higher status women generally providing
less  care  themselves  than thelr non-smploved or  lower status
counterparts. There is no svidence that the type of child care
currently being used contributes to c¢hildren's scute illnesses,
although the lack ¢f & relationship may reflect the nature of

the measures used.
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