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Water is not only essential to but also involve with Thai life perpetually since Thailand has water living tradition that is to live
and rely our lives primarily on water in all respects such that we are familiar with water since we were born, many occupations are
involved with water, many religious traditions use water as a significant part and water is also used heavily in designing and
constructing accommodations. As a result, for this thesis, studying significance, roles and evolution of the usage of water in
Landscape architecture is in part of learning the historical aspects of Thai architecture which can be deemed as the valuable
treasure of our ancestors and will be passed on to the future generations.

The relationship between Thai people and water in the form of Landscape architecture is the aim of this research. There

are varieties of sources of data, documents and evidences that are employed in this research.
One of which is the data from books and researches that normally have architecture as the main focus and have water in Landscape
architecture as the secondary focus. Also, documents and evidence in both primary and secondary format and the analysis of Lay
outs, aerial photographs are included. Another important source of data is the interviews with many experts which help generate the
more in depth understanding.

The process of this research focuses the attention to the role and relationship of water and accommodations which is the

most fundamental for human'’s life. Categorizing according to Thai Architecture’s Social status, the usage of water can be divided in to
three main levels which are the usage of water for palaces, temples and houses.
In this research, the key differences in terms of context, usage, interpretation and influence of water for different kinds of constructions
are presented. The uniqueness and differences of the usage of water are studied from the architecture in different eras starting from
the Sukhothai, Ayudthaya and Rattanakosin which show us the cultural consignation and adaptation adjusted to fit the people’s
lifestyle.

This study indicates that the usage of water in three levels have the coherent adaptation. For instance, after a period of
time, there is scaling involved in all three usage levels in a similar manner. Moreover, there are similarities in the process of thinking
such as in all eras, public places for people having a huge water body were constructed.

The format of the usage of water has been adjusted according to the folklores, beliefs, religious influences and knowledge.
Nonetheless, due to some restrictions in each level, it is apparent that palaces are the level which possesses the highest level of
originality in format among the three, especially. in the grand palace. However, some modifications can be observed in the
architecture of new palaces. Temples also possess a great deal of original format yet many temples have been modified to be
suitable for the usage and conformed to the needs of people in the society. Houses, on the contrary, have been significantly modified
in a wide variety of formats due to. the variability of individual taste; cultural transferability and-influence from outside which yield
different styles and formats depending upon personal preference.

After all, water is crucial and indispensable in Landscape architecture due to its flexibility and reliability in usage which can be

modified to accommodate incessantly changed life style.

Department of....... Landscape Architecture........... Student’s signature............oo
Field of study......... Landscape Architecture.......... AQVISOr's Signature.......ooovvveviiieiii e

Academic year....... 2008 .
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