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Abstract

Thé main purpose of this study” is to investiéate the
relationship between the family planning practice of Thai Hﬁélin women
and thé.accessihility of services in the four-southernmost.provincesf of
Thailand. It .also seeks to evaluate the impact of socioeconomic,
denmographic and reiated factors upon contraceptive use.

Data used in the analysis were obtained by interviewing
currently married women in the reproductive ages durihg April 1988 .and
are based on intervieﬁs with 194 and 202 females, respectively,  from
viilages with high énd low contraceptive prevalence rates.

The results of the analysis reveal that more than 90 per cent
.of thé respondents know of atlleast.one modern contfacepti?e method;
However, a high proportion of females think that some methods cause
pfbhlems and side-effects. Most of the women know of facilities that

fyproyide family planniﬁg services and that can be reached in a shért
;iﬁe. . The majority of ;he respondents say that in general the services
ﬁareﬁjsatisfactory but they feel that the personnels at hospitals and
health centers sometimes are seen as lacking in céurtesy and patience in
proviﬁing instructions and explanations to the women. Another problem

is the length of waiting time involved when utilizing family planning

By,

'service facilities.

4 ) .~ The proportions of ever use in the high and low contraceptive

7 T;. - y

_ prevalence areas are 51.5 per cent and 27.4 per cent, respectively. 'In
seeking the reasons for the difference, motivation to use cqntracepfives

_+’and the cost of regulation were taken into account. . The - analysis

qﬁ' hfﬁbthgﬁiées ~that high motivation and low cost of fertility regulation

SEE



will stimulate the practice of family planning. The cost of rééulation
is considered as related inversely to the number of methods familiar to
:J :the respondents, i.e. the more methods known, theflower the cost. Thgt

.'data confirm the hypothesis. |

For motivation to practice family planning, this study uses
three'variables : 'number of living children', 'want no more children‘
and 'desired family size';- It is found that women in areas with high
prevalence rates have higher motivation to use"contraceptives than women
living in low prevalence rate areas.

This study shows that, firstly, the qovernmént should put more
éffqrt into a campaign to change the attitude of Thai Muslim women with
reg;rd to their desired.family size. Secondly, health personnel should
provide accurate and complete information in an appropriatelform about
each method. Thirdly, the government should encourage better education
or Thai Muslim women. Finally, the work status and working conditions
"of women should be improved. These steps are seen as a means of

increasing contraceptive prevalence rates in the four provinces.
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(2.673) (2.070)
.012 .362 .001 194
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.005 .163 .004 202
(.964) (3.398)
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D9EN 7.4(6) 9.7(6)

HATUWR N 1.2(1) 1.6(1)
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S9Ny (UNSKILL)  -.0017 .2374%  -.1306 -.6702%% - .18 .38 163
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.0607 -.0891 -.1044 -.0645 = 15 .36 163
.2609%%  -_,0620 .0098 <2442%x - _.1492 -.2104 = .20 .40 163




Gy

A139i 21 (Ra)

EDUW LANGUAGE PLACEB FARMER UNSKILL WNFARMB WEARMB MEAN 5.D U
LR
NCD -.1408 -,1872% ~-.1749 -.0244 -.0654 -.1207 L0437 4,22 1.63° 172
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EDUW = 3.26 2.91 172
LANGUAGE -.1191 = 1.79 .41 172
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UNSKILL -.0046 -.1604 =,0352 ~.5590* = .08 v 27 172
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