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ABSTRACT

This thesis/is a study of ‘the factors which encouraged
monastic endowments in Lanna Thai as well as the pattern of monastic
endowments in Lanna Thai freom the middle of the Zoth century B.E. to

the beginning of the 22nd century BLE.

The study begins with the analysis of "the meaning, the origin
and the use of the word "Kalpana" in the area which is at present
Thailand which may lead.to better unstanding of monastic endowments
in general. The study ¢ontinues with special emphdsis on Lanna Thai

. th | . nd
from the middle of the 20 century B.E4sto the beginning of the 22

century B.E, The lanalysis on'the subject' is based loninscriptions

and Buddhist literature composed by contemporary Lanna Buddhist Monks.,

It is found that Buddhist thought and belief together with
internal and external politics were the main factors which

encouraged monastic endowments in Lanna Thai during the period.



In.analysing the pattern of monastic ehdonenté, it is found’
thét SN Lanné&iﬁg,and his chief consort (or thg dowager)

wefe the main patrons of Buddhism and joined hands witﬁ
provincial governors in bestbwing monastic endowments. Monasteries
were thus endowed with land, prodﬁéé and other inéome deriveéfroﬁ
land, éndimaﬁpowe£. The ownershié of pfoperty in v;giou; forws’
tended to give these moqasteries ;.in one respéct, the role of
"landlord", "meheY‘f lender" as well‘as contr§1 of manpower.
Nevertheless, in practice there were limitations.which preventedb
these monasteries from performing theéé funétions in the true
sense and theée ménasteries were threfore withéut any bargaining

- . > N . -
power vis a vis the ruling class.
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