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Thesis Title »Local*Markct and Economic Development : A Case Study
of The Role of bb.adleman in Agncultura‘]. ‘Market: :Ln

Wa_ng' Sa1 Pm;n District, Puichit Provm'ce

Name ' Migs Wanphen Punnarsj

Thesis Advisor .Associate Professor Preecha Kuwinpent Fhd.

Dépa.xigi:mleryb Sociology and Anthropology

Academic Year 1983

ABSTRACT

Obiectives of the Reseateh

l.“ To study general. economic and social conditiens of farmers
mclud:mg production and marketing. | :

2? To gtudy generel cenditions of middieman and farmer's
mctlvatlon in dealing -with selling and getting credit from madleman.

3. To study the orgenization of locsal agncultural market m
order to understa.nd jts &tructure, marketing channel, price fluatuation,

commnication and trensportation systems

Metbodelogy
This research is & cese study carried out in & specific distriet.

" Date are composed of

"7 3 Documents from both goverrment and individual researci reports

compiled by varience scholars concerning farmers and middleman.



2. Data obtaiﬁéd from field observetiocns and,interviews '

conducted by tne researcner are main 1nformat10n for the analysls.
The field study. was carz1ed out from June 15 to September 10, 1982/
The interviewees consisted of_the following group of_peoplei
A/ 150 houseko@d heads who are farmers in 7 village in Vang
Sai Pmin~ Dlstrlctw_ f;_m 7 |
B. ﬂ&ddlemen at all levels of the local market, such as
mlddlemen in the- dletrlct market, ricemill owmer and brokers. Tne-tdfal
number of mlddlemen 13 26,
| C.! Tembon. and - vi_lage headman, civil ser%ants are those who

gave general 1nformat10n about the fermer's living conditions and their

way of life. Tney contributed dmportant informaticn for this stuaj.

The analysis is descriptive statistics and figures are presented

"in percentzge

Finding
The result showed that farmers in Weng Sai Fhun Destrict were
economicelly poor;nlandless and in debted 56.67% were ‘tenant farrmers

and 43.01% of the landlords were traders. Out of these farmers T1.33%

were in deoted. They berroved money frem governnent f1nanc1a1 institution

&,

{56, 68&) and. privete sector (43.93%) Their educational level was

generslly not higher.than Prcthom 4, and 15.34% of them were illiterate.

" The method of cultivetion was transpanting metbod (Na Dam

Method) depending a great dezl on rain.’ Rice preduction technicue



included btoth traditionalltechniquefcéuch &s using buffulers—t; piaugh

the land apdimo&éiﬁ'technology such as using tréctors. and fertilizers.
The eversge yield pé%‘rai.was ebout 300-45b krs. ThefeKQere tvo kiﬁd
of labourers employed in the field., The first kind was houisehold
1ébourf The other was'hixedplabourers who posfly came from within the

villege itself

The farmers didn't generally,organize as a.éelling coaperatives.’

Each sold individualxy'of selifng crops can be classified:

1.' Debt-related sel_;gg ' After the payment of rentsl fees and

interest with rlce,*the faruers who were "look na" or debtors gernerally
sold the rest of the produce to the money - lenders or landlords in
order that they yight recieﬁg hélp'frcm them.in'ihe next cultivetion
seascn. The crop was uéﬁaliy.sold ;t the merket price.{However, bécause
of thé debt obligation, farmers were at a diéadvataée. They had to pay
higher rate of interest than the rate of the Ygovesnent. Moreover

they bad to sell theif produce immdiately after nafvesting eo that they

could obtein money to pey for their debt and for household ;sxpenditure.

2. Selling with intimeticn. That is, there was a close relationship

between fermers and middlemen who had been dealing with each other
: v _ ;
for sometime until a trust was c;gatedf Farmers sold their produces

r

to that trader every yearﬁ

3 Max1mum profit cellggg This nethod wes pr&ticed only by

well to do fermers. Therefore farmers had the chance to sell their

produces to anyvone who offered the highest price;

-



_ Farmers had a ﬁoqi*évec,attitude towards treders and tneir.
act1v1t1es and enwoyed such nernonal relat1onsh1p. On the-controny
their attltude touard truders participation in v111&ge act1v1tles

wae negatlves.

As for middlemen, they competed other fierely in marketing.
and'thig‘gavé farmer in Wang Sai Phun Digtrict on édvéntqge.?.Therg'
were about 15 middl;men vho will involéd inemarketing. Cooperation
among middlemen was om kinghip base rathar then on business relatlcn.
There was no known buslness co—operation among mlddlemen as they Qld
' business individually. «#They did compete each other which inturn
anebled farmers of Wang Sai/ Pmm District te increase their shares in

selling their crops
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