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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this ré;earch is to study the ethical
concepts in childrenstextbooks which have recieved awards in the
National Book Weeks from 1972 to 1984. The books were classified
into 4:groups: Books for Beginner Level (3-6 years), Primary Level

(6-11 years), Pre-Adolescence (11-14 years), and Comics.

One hundred and eight ethical concepts analysed in this
study were from 307ethics presented in the primary level syllabus
(1978). The one hundred and thirty-five samples include 37 beginner
textbooks, 38 primary level textﬁooks, 53 pre-adolescence textbooks

" and 7 comics.

The result ‘of the lanalysis is as follows: ethical concepts
in generosity and sacrifice are mostly predominate in beginner
. books; The concepts that appear less are those concerning greediness
and stealing infringing on possessions of others; withhoiding from
narcotics; committing baa deeds; honesty; maintaining peace of mind,
concentration, and good temper; accepting change; etiquetté, daily

habits, clothes and socilalizing with opposite sex; and paying loyalty



to country, religion and the King.

The ethical conceﬁt concerning living together 1s presented
most in primary level textbooks. The concepts that appeared less
are those concerning greediness and étealing; infringing on |
possessions of others; maintaining peace of mind, concentration and
good temper; generosity and impartiality; and loyalty to country,

religion and the King.

In pre—-adolescence textbooks, the concept most prevalent is
kindness; appear less prevalent are honesty and sincerity;
withholding from narcoties; feelinglashamed in committing bad deeds;

maintaining a peace of mind, concentration and good temper.

In comics, ethical concepts to correct misbehavior presented
most are those concerning the maintaining of morale, disciplines,

laws and traditions. Others are rare,

The ethical concept that does not appear in any of the books

studied is that concerning neatness and tidiness.
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