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ABSTRACT

Today Bangkok must face problems of inefficient land development,
high land costs, traffic jams, pollution, etec. These are, in fact, common

problems among big cities gll over the worid,

Since a city and architecture go together and mutually affect each
other in several aspects, architecture plays a part in all of these city
problems, Therefore,-architects must try to tackle or minimize the

problems the best we c¢an,

The mulit-function:building complex or mixed-used compl-x 1is one
of the best solutiong to these prpblems. It _consists of several units
within one building that can serve at least:three purposes. It also
should be high in density and should have uninterupted walkway. This
implies maximum use of space and minimum use of cars. Since all facilities
for our daily lives are grouped together in one area, there 1s no need to

drive from one place to another to find what we want.

The theory behind this multi-function concept comes from the Greek

AGORA, the Roman FORUM, Belgium's ANTWERP City Hall, and the homes of



Chineseé merchants in Canton province. All these places have something
in common, that 1is, a multi-pqtpose place which can facilitate human dally
reguirements. The theory can Se easily applied to the lifestyle ofipeople
today ensabling them to enjoy the convenience of performing several activi-
ties in one place. Moreover, the high cost of land in the city has forced
us to develép and make the best use of évery inch of land. Fortunately,l
we find the multi-function building as an answer. As a result, sales
opportunities in this type of complex are great since part of the buyers

are already there. The best dnvestment opportunity is thus provided.

In compiling this thesis, several existing multi-function building
complex have been thoroughly studied. Here in Bangkok, the Warmer Theater
and the Indra Shopping Center have been used as case studies. In other
countries, the People's Park complex in Singapore and the Embarcadero

Center in San Francisco, U.SsA. have been very valuable sources of study.

Major characteristics.of the multi-function building complex have
been compiled such as at least.three functions which are relevant and
mutual : a diversity and scale,large enongh to attract people and, most
importantly, the ;extended duration of activities to cfeate the most
efficient use of land snd maximum sales)opportunity in theswhole unit.
This does not only help solve urban problems but is also advantageous to
urban planning in coping with the new life style of c¢city dwellers and in

bringing more benefit to the city itself.

The feasibility study of a plot of land on Silom Road has been
5

carried out which includes the study of characteristic of land, land use, \\\
\
. N



2

activities in the neighborhkood, municipalilaws, etc, The study shows three
functions can be included in one complex, i.e. shophouses, office and

apartments. The. investment ogportunity in this aréa 1s very high since 1t
15 a business district where most banks and major firms are locatéd. Also,

these units can be sold according to the mew condominium laws.

‘To sum up, the multi-fimction buliding complex is ome of the best
architectural solutions for contemporary living solving urban problems and

paving the way for more efficient land development in Bangkok.
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