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Lympbhatic filariasis has been targeted by the World Health Organization to be
eliminated by the year 2020. Malay 2 riasis, cau d by Brugia malayi, is endemic in
India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippi i & the Southern Thailand where
domestic cats serve as a major resesvoir host. %,m nature, domestic cats also
carry B. pahangi, Dirofilaria_j ' ns. In order to assess the

omestic cats in an endemic
A .

N

\"
burden of filarial nematodes i c 3
i atthani, a province in Southern

area of malayan filariasis

Thailand. Together wi ~and acid \phesphatase activity studies, we

performed PCR-RFLP analy { _J!‘ rnal trahscr ped spacer (ITS1) region of
ribosomal DNA (rDNA). ERELP SIS 1Ntk Ase T could differentiate B.
malayi, B. pahangi, D. immitis Ot of | e 52 study cats, filarial parasites
were identified in 3 (5.7%) cats, o‘ ' ‘;'-... %) were B. pahangi, and 1 (1.9%) D.

immitis. The PCR-RELP nique”
pahangi, increasing the [t6f nce ot titar 1al 1 1tes 40 9.5%. Our data suggest

imore- blood samples with B.

that the domestic cats are 1ot a alagi in this region of Thailand.

However, D. immitis and D. repens, can cause dirofilariasis in human, a zoonotic

'3
infection. Therefi ifys i ﬂ ﬂﬁ{ ﬁm nﬁ
The high sensit d“specifieityof this LP method makes it valuable

for large-scale ﬁdemiolo cal studies Jf filarial paraSites in animal réservoir hosts, and
s
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