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# # 4180217222 : MAJOR THAI

KEY WORD: PRINCE BIDYALANKARANA / CHOTMAI CHANGWANG RAM /

TRANSLATION AND ADAPTATION / NOVEL / DIDACTIC / HUMOUR.
ONUSA SUWANPRATEST : CHOTMAI CHANGWANG RAM : ITS VALUE AND
IMPORTANCE TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF THAI LITERATURE. THESIS ADVISOR :
KLAIRUNG AMRATISHA, Ph.D. 166 pp. ISBN 974-17-0243-4.

This thesis aims to study CHOTMAI CHANGWANG RAM, written by Prince
Bidyalankarana, in terms of the source, the form, the translation and adaptation technique,
and the literary types in order to find its value and importance to the development of Thai

literature.

It is found that CHOTMAI CHANGWANG RAM was translated and adapted from an
American book entitled LETTERS FROM A SELF-MADE MERCHANT TO HIS SON, written by
George Horace Lorimer. Carrying the form of epistolary novel as used in the source text,
CHOTMAI CHANGWANG RAM becomes the first epistolary novel of Thailand and the first Thai
novel derived from American literature. The study also shows that the adaptation of literary
elements, such as stories, characters and settings, are carefully done to produce the Thai
characteristics. The most important adaptation lies on the use of language which

demonstrates the unique style of the author.

In terms of literary types, CHOTMAI CHANGWANG RAM can be classified as didactic
literature as well as-humorous literature. General guidance-on-life during the early period of
westernised Thai society is beneficial and can still be applied until today. These moral lessons
are given-through witty language-and amusing anecdotes, which are.the-main techniques of
creating humour in'the novel. Apart from-its importance as the first didactic novel and the first
humorous novel of Thailand, CHOTMAI CHANGWANG RAM is valuable as a modern didactic

literature; its value lies on the effective combination of serious advice and humour.
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Field of Study Thai AQVISOr's signature.........ocovviiiii e,
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Letters from a Self-made Merchant to His Son

Letter No.1

From John Graham, at the Union Stock Yards in Chicago,

to his son, Pierrepont, at Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass.

Mr. Pierrepont has just been settled by his mother as a member,

in good and regular standing, of the freshman class.

Chicago, October 1, 189-

Your affectionate father,

John Graham.
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“Mr. Pierrepont has just been settled by his mother as a member,
in good and regular standing, of the freshmen class.”

(p.1)
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“Mr. Pierrepont finds Cambridge to his liking, and has suggested
that he take a post-graduate course to fill up some gaps which he has
found in his education”

(p.25)
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“No, | can’t say that | think anything of your post-graduate course
idea. You're-not.going to;be-a poetor a professor, but.a-packer, and the
place to take a post-graduate course for that calling is in the packing-
house.”

(p.27)
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“Who is this Helen Heath, and what are your intentions there?
She knows a heap more about you than she ought to know if they're not
serious, and | know a heap less about her than | ought to know if they
are. Hadn't got out of sight of land before we’d become acquainted
somehow, and she’s been treating me like a father clear across the
Atlantic. She’s a mighty pretty girl, and a mighty nice girl, and a mighty
sensible girl-in fact she’s so exactly the sort of girl I'd like to see you
marry that I'm afraid there’s nothing in it.”

(p.243)
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Does a college education pay? Does it pay to feed in
pork trimmings at five cents a pound at the hopper and draw out nice,
cunning, little “country” sausages at twenty cents a pound at the other
end? Does it pay to take a steer that’s been running loose on the range
and living on cactus and petrified wood till he's just a bunch of barb-
wire and sole-leather, and feed him corn till he’s just a solid hunk of
porterhouse steak and oleo oil?
You bet it pays. Anything that trains a boy to think and
to think quick pays; anything that teaches a boy to get the answer

before the other fellow gets through biting the-pencil, pays.

(p.8)
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“| have noticed for the last two years that your accounts have
been growing heavier every month, but |-haven't seen any signs of
your taking honors to justify the increased operating expenses; and
that is bad business — a good-deal like feeding this weight in-corn to a
scalawag steer that won't fat up.
| haven't said anything about this before, as | trusted a good
deal to your native common - sense to keep you from making a fool of
yourself in the way that some of these young fellows who haven’t had
to work for it do. But because | have sat tight, | don’t want you to get it

into your head that the old man’s rich, and that he can stand it,

because he won't stand it after you leave college. The sooner you
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adjust your spending to what your earning capacity will be, the easier

they will find it to live together”

(pp.15-16)
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A businessman’s conversation should be regulated by fewer
and simpler rules than any other function of the human animal. They
are:

Have something to say.

Say it.

Stop talking.

(p.53)
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“A girl can usually catch a whisper to the effect that she’s the
showiest goods on the shelf, but the vital thing for a fellow to know is
whether her ears are sharp.enough to hear him when he shouts that
she’s spending too much money and that she must reduce expenses.
Of course, when you're patting and petting. and feeding ‘a-woman
she’s going to purr, but there’s nothing like stirring her up a.little now
and then to see if she spits fire and heaves things when she’s mad”

(p.266)
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he would let me have him for five hundred.

“Cents?” says |.

“Dollars,” says he, without blinking.

“It ought to be a mastiff at that price,” says |.

“If you thought more of quality,” says he, in a tone of sort of
dignified reproof, “and less of quantity, your brand would enjoy a
better reputation.”

| was pretty hot, | can tell you, but | had laid myself open, so |
just said: “The sausage business is to poor to warrant our paying any
such price for light-weights. Bring around a bigger dog and then we’ll
talk,” but the fellow only shook his head sadly, whistled to Dandy, and
walked off.

(p.120)
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...when | was sitting in my little smoking room, Jack came
charging in, and, without any sparring for an opening, burst out with:

“Isn’t she a stunner, Mr. Graham!”
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| allowed that Miss Curzon was something on the stun.

“Miss Curzon, indeed,” he sniffed. “She’s well enough in a big,
black way, but Miss Churchill —=“ and he began to paw the air for
adjectives

“But how was | to know that you meant Miss Churchill?” |
answered. “It's just a fortnight now since you told me that Miss Curzon
was a goddess and that she was going to reign in your life and make it
a heaven, or something of that sort. | forget just the words, but they
were mighty beautiful thoughts and did you credit.”

“Don’'t remind me of it, * Jack groaned. "It's make me sick
every time | think what an ass I've been.”

| allowed that | felt a little nausea myself, but | told him that this
time, atleast, he’d shown some sense; that Miss Churchill was a mighty
pretty girl and rich enough so that her liking him didn’t prove anything
worse against her than bad judgment ; and that the thing for him to do
was to quit his foolishness, low propose to her, and dance the heel,
toe, and a one, two, three with her for the rest of his natural days.

Jack hemmed and hawed a little over this, but finally he came
out with it...”that’s the deuce of it, “ says he. “I'm in a beastly mess - |
want to marry her — she’s the only girl in the world for me — the only one
I've ever really loved, and I've proposed - that is | want to propose to
her — but I'm engaged to Edith Curzon on the quiet.”

“l reckon you'll marry her, then, “ | said, “because she strikes
me as a young woman who’s:not going to lose a million dollars-without
putting a tracer after it.”

“And that’s not the worst of it, “ Jack went on.

“Not the worst of it! What do you mean! You haven’t married
her on the quiet, too, have you?”

| don’t know, but | guessed. “You haven't been such a double

— barreled donkey as to give her an option on yourself, too?”
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“No, no, but I've said things to her which she may have
misconstrued, if she’s incline to be literal.”

“You bet she is,” | answered. “ I'll never saw a nice, fat, blonde
girl who took a million-dollar offer as a practical joke. What is it you've
said to her? ‘| love you, darling,” or something about as foxy and non-
committal.”

“Not that — not that at all; but she may have stretched what |
said to mean that.”

Well, sir, | just laid into that fellow when | heard that, though |
could see that he didn’t think it was refined of me. He’d never made it
any secret that he thought me a pretty coarse old man, and his face
showed me now that | was jarring his delicate works.

“| suppose | have been indiscreet,” he said, “but | must say |
expected something different from you, after coming out this way and
owning up. Of course, if you don’t care to help me...”

(pp.247-250)
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“My good Sir listen to me, Your levity is much to be regretted.
You have spent long and arduous days in building up your present
position of wealth and influence; you have had rough days and smooth
days ; days which were full of the good thing of life, and day which you
would not care to live through again. The God of Wealth was not
present to bless you at your birth, and you were compelled to make
your way in the world. But you may now be said to have ‘arrived’ in
your early days your path was strewn with sharp stones, but it is now
paved with silver bricks. Apart from your wealth, you have a reputation
to safeguard, and | earnestly advise you to take care of it.”
fnlszmanalaaunsliesn iiunaasielidn

“Now listen.to me. and answer.-my question if you will.

Yesterday you expressed to a gathering of respectable people a
desire to benefit the human race, and invited ideas as to“how that
might be done. Here am | with a suggestion to offer, and you choose
to treat me in a most unseemly manner. | should like to ask how you
reconcile your frivolous speech today with the words which you uttered
in all solemnity yesterday”

(M1 be—alo)
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| didn’t have your advantages when | was a boy, and
you can’'t have mine. Some men learn the value of money by not
having any and starting by prying a few dollars loose from the odd
millions that are lying around; and some learn it by having fifty
thousand or so left to them and starting out to spend.it as if it were fifty
thousand a year. Some men learn the value of truth by having to do
business with'liars; and some by going to Sunday School. Some men
learn the cussedness of ‘whiskey by having a drunken father, and
some by having a good mother. Some men get an education from
other men and newspapers and public libraries; and some get it from
professors and parchments - it doesn’t make any special difference
how you get a half-nelson on the right thing, just so you get it and

freeze on to it. The package doesn’t count after the eye’s been
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attracted by it, and in the end it finds its way to the ash heap. It's the
quality of the goods inside which tells, when they once get into the
kitchen and up to the cook.

(p.3-4)
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You can cure a ham in dry salt and you can cure it in sweet
pickle, and when you're through you've got pretty gook eating either
way, provided you started in with a sound ham. If you didn't, it doesn’t
make any special difference how you cured it the ham-tryer’s going to
strike the sour spot around the bone. And it doesn't make any
difference how much sugar and fancy pickle you soak into a fellow,
he’s no good unless he's sound and sweet at the core.

(p.4-5)
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Your Letter of the seventh twists around the point a

good deal like a setter pup chasing his tail.

(p.41)
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Does a college education pay? Does it pay to feed in

pork trimmings at five cents a pound at the hopper and draw out nice,

cunning, |

ittle “country” sausages at twenty cents a pound at the other

end? Does it pay to take a steer that's been running loose on the range

and living

on cactus and petrified wood till he’s just a bunch of barb-

wire and sole-leather, and feed him corn till he’s just a solid hunk of

porterhouse steak and oleo oil?

(p.8)
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Some men learn all they know from books; others from
life; both kinds are narrow. The first are all theory; the second are all
practice. It's the fellow who knows enough about practice to test his
theories for blow-holes that gives the world a shove ahead, and finds a
fair margin of profit in shoving it.

(p.27)
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When | was a young fellow and out of a place, | always
made it a rule to take the first job that offered, and to use it for bait. You
can catch a minnow with a worm, and a bass will tempt an otter, and
then you've got something worth skinning. Of course, there’s no
danger of your not being able to get a job with the house-in fact, there
is no real way in which you can escape getting one; but | don't like to
see you shy off every time the old man gets close to you with the

halter.

(p.43)
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There is one excuse for every mistake a man can
make, but only one. When a fellow makes the same mistake twice he’s
got to throw up both hands and own up to carelessness or
cussedness. Of course, | knew that you would make a fool of yourself
pretty often when | sent you to college, and | haven't been
disappointed. But | expected you to narrow down the number of
combinations possible by making a different sort of a fool of yourself
every time. That is the important thing, unless a fellow has too lively an

imagination, or has none at all.

(p.46)
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Now listen to me and answer my question if you will.
Yesterday you express to a gathering of respectable people a desire
to benefit the human race, and invited ideas as to how that might be
done. Here am | with a suggestion to offer, and you choose to treat me
in a most unseemly manner. | should like to ask how you reconcile
your frivolous speech today with the words which you uttered in all
solemnity yesterday.
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