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KEY WORD : GRAMMATICALIZATION / VERBS / AUXILIARIES / CONJUNCTIONS
MINGMIT SRIPRASIT : A DIACHRONIC STUDY OF /laegew/, /yul/ AND /yulleegaw/
THESIS ADVISOR : ASST.PROF.NATTHAPORN PANPOTHONG, Ph.D. THESIS
CO-ADVISOR : DEBI CARASCARUNGKIAT, Ph.D. 199 pp. ISBN 974-17-5704-2.

This thesis is a diachronic study of /laegew/, /yud/ and /yuulaeaew/ from the Sukhothai period to
the present. The data elicited is based on publishd documents between 1826 B.E.—2546 B.E.

According to the study, it is found that the functions of /laesew/ are not identical in the 6 different
periods. In the Sukhothai period /lesesew/ had 3 functions that is verbs, perfective aspect markers and
conjunctions and the 4 new functions—idiomatic phrases functioned as adverbs, idiomatic phrases functioned
as verbs, idiomatic phrases functioned as time markers and discourse markers are evolved at present. A
semantic analysis indicates that /lseg@w/ has 21 meanings including 4 content meanings and 17 functional
meanings, but the meaning which has been grammaticalized to functional meanings is the meaning “finish”.

As for /yuu/, it is found that the functions of /yuu/ are not identical in the 6 different periods.
In the Sukhothai period /yuu/ had 1 function that is verbs and 3 new functions-- continuative/progressive
aspect markers, idiomatic phrases functioned as adverbs and conjunctions are evolved in the present.
A semantic analysis shows that /yut/ which have been grammaticalized to functional meanings are the
meaning “to stay, to live” and “to be in/at”.

In the case of /yuuleegew/, the finding shows that it functions only as a post-verbal auxiliary in
every periods. In the Ayudhaya period, it co-occurs with 2 types of verbs whereas at the present period,
/yutlleeaaw/ can co-occur with various verbs. A semantic study points out that /yulleeaew/ is a
combination of the continuative/progressive aspectual meaning of /yut/ and the perfective aspectual
meaning of /laed@w/. Later on, the semantic feature ‘certainty’ is added to the item in the reign of King
Rama | - King Rama Ill. Nowadays, it is found that /yutileeggw/ also functions as a discourse marker in a
daily conversation with the meaning of ‘certainty’ and the post-verbal auxiliary with the aspectual meaning
still can be found.

The findings suggest that the process of grammaticalization of /laegew/, /yut/ and /yulleezew/ do
not occur at the same period-of time. The development of /laegéw/ into function words start earlier than the
other 2 items as it is found as a post-verbal auxiliary and a conjunction since the Sukhothai period whereas
/yull/ has functioned as a post-verbal auxiliary in-Ayudhaya period:- As for /yulllsegew/, the item is found as
a post-verbal auxiliary in “the Ayudhaya period as it grammaticalized from -2 function words--
continuative/progressive  aspect marker /yul/ and perfective aspect marker /laesew/. The grammatical
process found in the data coincide with the universal phenomenon of grammaticalization in terms of

unidirection and gradual change.

Department of....... Thai.....cooooi Student’s signature...............oooiiiiiii
Field of study........ Thai....ocoooiiis Advisor's signature............cocooiiiiiiiiiii

Academic year...... 2003.. i, Co-advisor's signature............coeeiiiiiiiiiniieeee
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