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##5180125422 : MAJOR CHINESE

KEYWORDS : GRAMMATICAL AMBIGUITY/ COMPARATIVE STUDY
NICHA CHOKEWINYOO: A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF GRAMMATICAL
AMBIGUITY IN MANDARIN CHINESE AND THAI. ADVISOR :ASST.PROF.
SUREE CHOONHARUANGDEJ, Ph.D., 260 pp.

The purpose of this study is to compare the grammatical ambiguities in Mandarin
Chinese and Thai Language, basing on immediate constituent (IC) grammars, grammatical
relations, and semantic roles to show the similarities and differences of both languages in
terms of the grammatical ambiguities, and other factors causing these ambiguities. The
researcher has also proposed several methods to avoid and improve how to correctly use

words or sentences, both in Mandarin Chinese and Thai Language.

The result shows that most of the grammatical ambiguities in Mandarin Chinese and
Thai are similar to each other. This can be classified into 4 categories: 1) Grammatical
ambiguities with the different IC cut but having the same grammatical relations; 2)
Grammatical ambiguities with the same IC cut but having the different grammatical relations;
3) Grammatical ambiguities with the different IC cut and grammatical relations; 4)
Grammatical ambiguities with the same IC cut and grammatical relations (it can also be called
a deep structure ambiguity). The factors which caused grammatical ambiguities in Mandarin
Chinese and Thai Language are typically related to the different positioning or scope of
modifier, word usage in different ways, the different grammatical relations, the different
semantic roles and semantic orientation, etc. Moreover, the result also shows that in general
one can apply similar methods to resolve certain similar ambiguities as found in both

Mandarin Chinese and Thai Language.

Department : Eastern Languages

Student’s Signature

Field of Study : Chinese Advisor’s Signature

Academic Year : 2011
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