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Thesis Title Opinions of Secondary School English
Teachers Copgerning the Communicative

Approach in Bnglish Language Teaching

Name " Miss Uraiwan Saringkanun
Theais Adviser ' Associaté Professor Sumitra Apgwatanakul

FPhe D.

Instructor Sujitra Savatdiwong

pgpartmept ’ ﬁeGOTdary Bdugption
Apagenia Year 1963,
ABS TRACT

The purposes of this study were to study the opinions
and the understanding of secondary school English teachers in
Bangkok Metropolis as well &s in the other Geographical Regions
concerning the communicative approach jin English language teaohing,
to compare the opinions and the understanding of secondary school,
English teachers in Bangkok: Metropolis and the other Geographlcal
Regions, and to find out helpful recommendations to improve the

;mplimentation of ‘the comnunicative approach in English 1an5uago

’;onchina.

The subjects of this research were 900 secondary school
Bpglish teachers from 90 secondary schools in Bangkok Metropolis
apd in the other . Geographical: . Regions. The questionnaire sad

the teat constructed by the researcher! which were approved by



5 apecialists for each, were used as the instruments for data.
colleotion. The reliability of the questionnaire was .87, and
that of the test wag .74. The obtained date were analysed by

negns of percentage, mean, standard deviation and F .~ teat.
The results of the study were as follows :

1. Concerning the commmdicative approach in English
language teaching, nost Engllsh language t-eacheré agre'ed at high
lml t.ha.t the communicativé epproach was appropriate for English
learning and teachingseondition in Thailand. Students studied
by the commmicative approach had good attitude towards English
learning. By using the commmnicative approach, learning and
teaching English became more effective. The commnicative approach
enabied students to use Engiish approp-ria'bely; moreover, studex:xts
also had courage to speak and interact im Eaglish. Students 159.11-
zed the advantages of commmicative language teaching since they
could use English if their daily life, in heir professional vork,
as well as in their further studies at higher level, Besides,
the communicative| dpproach’providéed a natdral |wiy for language
acquisifian and perception., However, this approach was not sui-
table for an excessive class, It caused students to be wesk :i.n
gropmar, Excessive time was neaded for teachers to prepa.re language
leaming activities and aituations. Teachers of English were
-8t111 wnqualified to use this appfoach effectively. Having
excesgive periods to teach, Englilsh teachers did not have enough
time for preparing commmicative activities, and the commmicative

approach seemed to be appropriate' only for clever students.



2. C?ncerning the most suitable level for beginning using
the communicative approach, most English teachers agreed at high
level that the primary cduéation level was the most suitable one
for the reason that students should practise using language skill

from the first stage of learning. - Besides, students at this age”

often enjoyed participating in language learning activities.

3. GConcerning the “relevancg " of the comaunicative
approach to the English curticulum, textbooks and evaluation,
most English teachers agrecd-ét-high level that this approach was
relevant for the current English curriculum since the curriculum
had put great emphﬁsis on the develeopment of students"communica-
tive competence. The Epglish textbooks were also relevant for the
commﬁnicative approach as they provided students with adequate
contené for communicative acfivities. Moreover, they also provided
the students with authentic languageé =28 used in real life situation.

However, the present evaluation process of English language learning-

was not relevant. for the communicative approache.

4, In comparing-the, opinions of, secondary school English
teachers in Bangkok Metropolis and in the othériGeographicélRegions
concerniné the coﬁmunicative approagh-in. languase teaching, it was
found that English teachers' opinions were hqt siganificantly

different at the level 6f .05,

5. For the understanding of secondafy school English
teachers concerning the communicative approach, most teachers

illustrated moderate level of understanding.



2

6. In comparing the understanding of secondary $chool
English te;chefs in Bangkok lMetropolis and the other Geographical
Regions'concerning the commgnicative approach, it was found that
. BEnglish teachers' understanding was not significantly different

at the level of .05,

7. Moat Bnglish teachers suggested that they should receiﬁe
more knoﬁledge and practice about the gommunicative approaéh.
There should be more direct coopeTation between secondary schools
and higher educational imstitutions in plaaning the English curri-
culum and evaluation procesdure. English teachers should not have
excessive teaching load and excessive Studenté'in each e¢lass, in
ofder that teaching andg lesrning procedurs could be more effectively
organized. Moreover, there should be @& teacher guide for each

textbook used in school.
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