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Abstract

Community Deve;opment is one of the methods of promotlng
economic, social, educatlonal, cultural and self~government improvement
of the people in the rural arease. To put this method into effect, their
attitude has to be changed through the encoﬁragement'and stimulation
of community development workerse. The community development workers
educate them as to how t§ help themselves and how to help their own
community to finally achieve local self-government and learn how to
run the activities of their villages.. The main principles of community
dévelopment are to teach people té #dentify'their felt-needs, to
recognize their own problems and to find out ways and means to solve
them. The government tries to deal with these problems vy sending
community development workers to villages and assigning them to work
in a Tambole. The community development workers educate and advise
the village people on participation in doing and developing local
activities. They act as the coordinators contacting the specialists
of various government agencies at the district level getting them to
come and help in developing the communitye. They also bring government

services to the village people acoording to their needs.

This thesis attempts to study the role of community develop-
ment work in dealing with the promotion of basic democracy among rural
people and how community development work helps to support local self-
government institutions theoretically and practically. The training
of local leaders to be key persons in developing self reliance and
democracy is also studied. The study examined the efforts to put into
effect the democratic way of live and their outcome. Community deve=

lopment teaches people to come together and work as a group and help

Iv



each other to improve their own communify. To learn about this, the’

writer sent questionnaires to village commiunity development.committees
to be filled out in order to evaluate the progress of'communlty deve~
lopment work after it had been put into operatlon for a period of

5 years. Also the study tries to see how the attitudes of the people

and the village community development committee éffect the community

development process.s -

This study of the implementation of community development
and of the opinion of the people tends to show that community develop~
_ment plays an improtant role in encouraging and improving the condi-
tions of the village people. It helps rurél people to achieve local
self-government and democracy. The methods ‘of community development
teach people the habits of running their own act1v1t1es eventually to

improve their villages and achieve local self=government,
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