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The thesis, based on the recognition of dynamism in Thai Society,
shows how the transformation of historical consciousness driving man to
change his own history. The establishment of the absolute-monarchy in Thai
history and the political change of 1932 are two historical phenomena
studied 5

Since the time of Mongkut, econ f d political changes caused
the elite to rivise their conceptions of State and Kingship. These new
conceptions formed the basis_of a new hlstorxcﬁi conciousness emphasising
the King's role as the prime.mover of histoly,.enasuring continuity and
progress. The King of the gh.akrl dynasty had a-xoyal obigation to accelerate
historical progress. Thlz;j(lsz&r' al cc}n501ousness was the intellectual force
driving Mongkut and Chulalongkora to cjtrallze power, so that they could
become the prime mover of s ical development. Under such conditions, an
absolutist state was es i Il

Dynamism withi solutist state, especially the politics of
the Chakri dynasty, with i int r'ﬁa], iti‘adlctlons, and the expansion of
the money economy, caus ficials and commoners to realize their own
potential and individual co iousness . Tﬂey: renounced the principle of
birthright, and instead bel that commopers also had important roles in
historical development. However; t‘hé lim ion of economic and social
changes was also responsible for/ the rath'ai:. .ﬁmited individual consciousness;
inclining towards the "Great Man" 'theory _'_'hJ.story. The historical
consciousness of the commoners-‘as “the prim“'mdver of history, under the
leadership of a "Great Man," drove a group of offlclqlis to involve themselves
in the Revelution of 133“ : » : "'_}
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