Chapter 1

Introduction :
the theoretical approach
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The Mon pe 1e ic minorities that

constitute Myanmar. s Who ‘have perceived themselves -
to foster nationhood 1T arginalized der the oppressive
military regime that sth Ay s po itical life for over 40
years. Each year a b;g f;, the' N "people flee from
Burmese military operations : shell ng inlo Thailand for asylum.
From Thailand’s viewpoint ‘, Tori pec different from other ethic

se ﬂaﬁons with Siam
until the invasion of the hélon Kingdom b British in the nineteenth

contury. Even @%@W@M?ﬂﬁx soi as the

result of centunes-g‘{d close relations®with Siam. <.
ARIANN I IRIINAY
Since independence, the Mon minority, like other ethnic
minorities in Burma, has aspired to a certain degree of self-

determinatiobut the Mon nationalist movement and their demand for -



autonomy have been suppressed by military regime. Throughout forty
years of fierce struggle for autonomy, the Mon nationalists have founded -
several military bases along the Tenessarim coastline in the southern part
of Burma and lay claim to an / of nationhood stretching
from the Medieval period, henhhu question as to whether

the Mon people have a tran ‘ t , has been raised,
criticized and argued Vz

Studies. Untl recen

Southeast Asian

surfaced as a salient fe: +Mon \ migration anl diasporas when
unprecedented numbers

™

the release of Thail the 1993 entitled

“Salween”, describing tﬁ tragic life o nﬁs living across the
Salween river, millions ofu,Asians particu]gly Thai people, came to the

realization that nﬂ axe ﬂm'a it thd Orbtint fnovérhent of a sizable

number of alien ethmc nationals “who move=back and Cross

imernaiond bberh Bt Mectames | | 8 1| JMbE)

Some questions remain to how the international community

could have prevented the tragic scenario whereby



millions of Myanmar’s ethnic nationals have been marginalized by the
Central government over 40 years of the nation-building process and as
to how ASEAN (The Association of Southeast Asian Nalions)‘ in
coordination with the U.N can put pressure on the Central Government

of Burma in an effective way. tion also exists , amongst
bmlt at the heart of

m Indochaina will be
Em. The Mon people,

like many other trans-state /€ -,nato such the Kurds, the

Asian peoples that peace *

Burmese nation-building :

the next example of eco

Tibetans an and so on ehe\ly@as a category of

A

refugees, but as an in a nation whose

population can be seen in @ ; refugees, diaspora

so on.  This model 'gf mdependent ; ﬁnon should be

adopted precxsely bec most of

transitory and

being subject to any changes in the reglonal rnvu'omnent we are not

readily made awﬁ u‘ﬁ‘w 1%!;%‘@’1 Wt%]pq:ﬂ@e transitory

categories even ofier centuries of sruggle. It.js the long-esfablished
sentiment Of] dlinid Phidrialiom bds) a iAo ohube Gf thésk (hyriad
categories | With several related problems as consequences of their
presence , that betrays the decp-seated man-made fragmentation of

Myanmar.



Purpose of the study

Most of the Western traditional theories on nationalism are

based on limited case investigation. On the surface these theories appear

to be logically ordered but in fac;lw Wt universally applicable or

even empirically testable (Nor ork seeks to come to

w assessed in an
\in a Wes normative way.

'mvv‘éi:.ienliﬁc way through

grips with certain aspec

empirical and scientifi
The existence of natio
the study of the tangible"as '%Mg structure for
social communication, ;dea or essence of

nationalism.

a .rto media and of

message , upon which the Mon nauonahstsq_l)ave drawn to maintain their

social cohesion aﬂv%d 8] Q WL WA T rong i
members. The messages themselvés will be

elements %ﬁ 1@%3 m’]‘ mgjﬂ @'ngeMon
nationalism. In the research , a focus will be placed upon the media and

message under the control of Mon nationalists who have lived their lives

in various transitory forms; refugees, the internally displaced, refnugee,-



HOTHANAN AOTUUINDYTING

PNAINTUUN 1IN

warriors, diaspora populations and the like. It is only in these two
dimensions of media and message that we can come to grips with the
structural network of the nationalists and thereby we can prove , in a

more empirical way; the existence of transborder ethnic nationalism.

sub]ect-ma%&‘ [% can be separated into
four major points:
1. wmch/ |

telecommunications,

based largely on the

observation)

social, have mﬂuenced Mon leaders m their decxsuon to make use

o i o 4 5 Ao, et

and so on. &'hls will be based on the interpretation ef; relevant

ierasd 44 bt e st e i Bl mpac

areas, as deﬁned in the conceptual framework. )

4. How has the host country , in this case Thailand ,
has responded to the presence of ethnic Mons and their
nationalism on her soil.
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My argument is that , to comprehend point 3, it is necessary

to draw upon certain press reports along with conceptual tools , (as will
be explained in the section entitled literature review), to cast light upon

the structural networks and the varied roles that Mon nationalists have
assumed. These two technique : ssary precisely because the
L
results of the field work hak illustrate the complex
= e

features of the lrans-statw," 'Jhic%:des of media and
themes of ideas have%i tionalists to maintain their

Y,

ethnic cohesion and s 1S work strives to

e
-

=TT G
i S

minorities in their respective territories ?

Hypothesis ‘o ,
| QJUEJ’J NENINEINT
Trans-state ethnic natiénalism cannot operate irithe
sbsence of®) Tk AN A DY bV lodrd L Eh 1R
the most si;ﬁﬁcant mechanism by which nationalistic messages,
as the essence of discourse, both written and spoken, have been
diffised and transmitted over generations within cultural
boundaries , whether traditional or modem. These trans-border



networks and nationalistic messages are fruitfully used for

political, economic, ideological and social ends.

Literature Review

S

The theoreu _ ﬁ- mainly upon those

| ,-%thmc nationals and

individuals who should

their consciousness of h

observed, in response to . c}m environment , these

trans-state ethnic nationals haye frequently ‘a peared in various roles

warriors and so fortl}jj

impermanent and some can be considered purely as transitory roles. The

o .ms-sﬁ s &Sﬂﬂiﬂaﬁ NEL DR virmat roor

»
armed co \» mon Internatio cﬁhct etc

This section proceeds from the logical question , as to why

the conceptual shift from the concept of refugee-warrior communities,

provided by Zolberg , to the new theoretical vistas of trans-state ethnic



8
nationalism , must be created , and thereby , the relations between the

cause and consequence as well as their implications can be traced.

Zolberg concludes that the refugee-warrior community is not

a passive group of dependent re ' , sents a highly conscious
"\,
refugee community with a structure and armed
_-#

<
itical objectives, be it to recapture the

sections engaged in warfare
| p}!\ (Zolberg : 1989)
¥ .;j " ._ N\
Q

homeland, change the

territory.  Without a

as refugees. This pattern can be found in vanous subsequent movements.

outy mﬂ%@%&ﬁwwmm
AMARAA TAUUBIINY AL,

explain some negative aspects of the nature of those ethnic minorities
moving back and forth across the Thai-Burmese border. Nevertheless, it
should be borne in mind that in the real situation, there is no dividing

line bet\.ween the purely passive refugee and the refugee-warrior. It is
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wise to note that in some cases refugees are deemed as a relatively
passive group , not because they are naturally passive or peace-oriented |
but largely because their number are relatively few and therefore they

fail to develop an armed force of their own to challenge their more

powerful adversary in the quest fO\“ Prr)ery of their homeland.
W

— g
IT ﬁvm._mous larger groups of

%communiﬁes not
“warriors or pure actor-subjects in

\Ty have perceived
needs to be kept
LM A

e O i
as long as there is neither mutual compmmw lute victory on

. | |
Afghanistan, Kurdistan and the former Yugoslavias. In short, refugee

problems can beﬁ% meﬂl%ﬁwg’qxﬂ ﬁot cause and

their consequences'Seen through their proper historical development and
hardly me%m?ﬁv’eﬂ/@oﬁaﬂ IUNNTINE TN

As stated earlier, this research is directed at those who wish

In some aspe

refugees seem to have

because they desire

noted that a transformation of refugees

to perpetuate the cause of nationalism , trans-state ethnic nationals as a
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term to cover the consequential categories; refugees, the internally
displaced , refugee-warriors, diaspora populations, supporters and the like.
It should be remarked that these categories can be traced to a common
cause but possibly with different interests. Maintaining the sense of

nationalism both euphoric and dw / has unavoidably propelled
/ meland whereby some

gl'tmansuory categories.

\n\‘ ternational arena
sense trans-state ethnic

nationalists to struggle for th

of them have consciousl_yw -

These transitory categori

as long as they , natio

nationalism alive.

notion of ethnic identities Wthh may be deﬁned as an aggregation of .

ethnic variables sﬁﬂd H:é'g %%J %‘g}w Solciery’ | jc on which

the ethnic group differentiates itself from gencralized others ,(Norbu:
1993) QqW’] NN NNRTINIEIRNE
Dawa Norbu argues further that ethnic nationalism is not
fundamentally different from ideal type nationalism; it exhibits most of
the essential characteristics of nationalism. The only significant

difference is that ethnic nationalism is retarded, small scale and limited in
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its goals, in comparison with large scale nationalism for obvious reasons.
These differences spring not from the logic of ethnic nationalism but
from the specific historical situation in which it finds itself, that is, the

multinational state whose mechanisms are monopolized by the dominant
ethnic groups. Had it not been f: !"7 t, ethnic nationalism would
have progressed logically @J the various sﬁges of
nationalism. Apart from suc ence, .’ e scale nationalism
and ethnic nationalism zy fhatic \){% called traditional

components.

It should
differs from ethnic natio

throughout the world

boundaries of polﬁ%% %H{]@aw %Jb’é}ﬁ@ a defining

feature of the post %'old war period. ¢The structure of transborder ethnic

nationatiom o pech e bbb Imbre) d [ b ollwing

factors.

clobal e ion of political econo
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All parts of the world today are experiencing the irresistible

and limitess economic imperative that has stimulated rapid expansion

across the boundaries of all political units in such various areas as trade,

labor, production and capital. These phenomena challenge the traditional

notion of economically self-sufﬁqu\n\‘jy This can also be explained
in connection with the evoluuk

that it was only in the la?me*’ rmtyry that all political

and economic structures

m Zolberg points out

obal in s The remaining
| \teh into a global

network of trade and io1 organized \along, capitalist lines and

economically self-suffieil

subject to all of the “activities (Zolberg:
1988). In the context of ‘So of ethnic national

upon those

- cit trade as well

as smuggling, otherwise these nationalist movements could not have

sustained themselﬂ ﬂ EC%W%WH% ﬁmculaﬂy in

the area of arms ptirchases. The financial sources of these drans-state
nationalist ibuérportscA® nllkelyotbiiy! s logs i (hbrel 16 boabnued
demand for lggs, gems, fancygoods , efc., in neighboring countries. This
is particularly relevant to Thailand, and China, which link themselves not

only to regional economic centers but also to the larger world markets in
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a period when Southeast Asia is generally considered to be the fastest
growing financial and export-oriented market in the world.

2. The increasin i
Because of the rapid Q\ ,_,lobal telecommunication
and transportation, from the %ﬂ societies, all parts of

the globe seem to be li The uncontrollably

growing intensity of : ion has frontally

challenged the sacros ' her borders. It
should be noted that a %‘l were constructed
based on political expedi€nc -riod of colonialism
These newly constructed inte usually superimposed
on the ethnic map, leading to theﬁﬁusl 1 7 -colonial ethnic nations

..f___,ﬂ__-_,. -f

t their wi

into fragments , agaiga}
perceived these interna

fjtninorities have

}ﬂ constructed but
socioculturally unreahsuc amfacts Moreo , the state not only fails to

control the gmwﬁi fow | Q%WMﬂ i@ borders but

also can not °ovem human movemefit simply because most iriternational
borders arew a'l}i ﬂnm ﬁt;l ’Asmm ’El‘laxland
where millions of people in ethnic minorities have full access to the
world situation in regard to their rﬁovements through all kinds of

broadcasting media , such as television, radio, facsimile. Weiner argues
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that it is these porous borders that enable members of an ethnic group
divided by an international boundary to move freely back and forth and

to maintain their social cohesion (Weiner: 1985)

ethnic nationalism are based nal components, which
‘_-_

As explained earhe\\w / -state and non-trans-state
e . <
nationalists specifically em

communities. These
system-wide symbol,
components can be disce
mobilization through
data base. But it should be

(. Elen' ethnic nationalist

wnicaﬁon and mass
of the nationalistic
F ] l‘ ks, il o

three broad traditional componemszﬂmt ism is perpetuated , but

* &
-rﬂ' r'" >
--' ua-'.-*" "f

also through a nurpfb'gr of modern or uma as which the

nationalists use to pro several forms of

message. These ideas can be transmitted through all modes of socml

media, social 1eaﬁnu@§cf}9ﬁﬁaﬁnw&@ éducition. Norbu

emphasized tha.t we should net, in practice, conceive mass
communicaomf]r@&ﬁ mmu m’lgtnmaaﬂn one
likes. Thereqare however, serious limits beyond which intended messages
may lose their appeal, relevance and eveﬁ validity. Such limitations to
new messages include the influences of religion, folklore, literature,

common myth and symbols.
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Norbu argues that any material or message pertaining to

ethnic identity and, of course, ethnic nationalism is transmitted much
more easily than state nationalism through the available channels of
social communication. We must add that it is not only the traditional

components of state nationalism

asily transmitted through the
channels of mass communi s }mlc nationalism tend to
_.#.

pick up certain new ideas™and cealitari: @edom, equality and

B. other idc 'as or themes of 1deas

ﬂ‘u%f“ﬂ*“ﬂﬂﬂ‘ﬁwmﬂ‘i

am%ﬁ%tﬁ WAANYIaY

7. common genealogy
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8. common ancestry
9. and other ideas depending upon the context of a

study case

Diasporas

Diasporas can_be vie a@—m of trans-state ethnic

nation. Gabriel Sheffer

as are created either
by voluntary migration the homeland and
settlement in one or midre 1trie: _ ‘f'bgsnu'ies, the diasporas
remain as a minority - ;"_" 105t trics diasporas preserve

their ethnic, or ethnic reli identity.: nd: unal solidarity. This

contact among activist elemen F‘fﬂ@ . diasporas. These contacts have
-~ gl ¥ o .

et

populations, their hostjo ntri 1BS is also the basis

for the organized acuonsﬁ-o the dlaspor Organized diasporas deal

with various aspﬂsu &Q&Lﬁj mﬁ w;m ﬂcﬁ,ohucal needs
in a way that elther complements ér conflicts s, of the
e et WS AR ADELT L o
potential for conflicting pressures and problems. In order to avoid

undesirable conflicts with the norms or law established by the dominant

group in their host countries, At certain periods, however, real or alleged



17
dual loyalties which are generated by the dual authority patterns may
create tension between elements in the host country and the diaspora.
And most importantly, the capability of diasporas to mobilize resources
In order to promote or defend the interests of their homelands within their
host countries, will result in ﬂ%‘“ on of either conﬂlctual or

&nd diaspora and host

4_,__81

cooperative ftriadic network

part of international

\:{\volved (Gabriel
\\Iékof diasporas in
“are not necessarily

Ing counfry; nor are

country. These triadic rela E

politics and influence

Sheffer : 1986)
Myron

international relations.

political good news for

AAEEs -
they necessarily good news for ﬁie;ﬁu‘me or the foreign affairs

.--"‘t Al :_-*",:In

.r-i",.

of the government Q\tf;_lﬂle country in whlclLM
become a polmcal factor that gov

They have

ading and receiving

countries need to take info account. (Myron Weiner : 1985)

AU INYNINGINT

u%r provides certain concrete examples congerning the
activiies b ipor phpbions. Hecalbs b bl iy
seek to recreate their own religious, social, and cultural institutions and,
where permitted, they often develop their own media, schools for their
children, religious institutions, and political organizations. The initial

concern of migrants is often to preserve their cultural heritage as well as
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transmit that heritage to their children. They protect the interests of the
community. Community members may turn to their country of origin to
assist them in both objectives; and in turn, they may attempt to influence
the policies of their host country toward their country of origin (Myron

Weiner: 1985) \ /
N
Emnest Gellner k @vwr pattern of social

adaptation among diaspora ons* HWat under conditions

of modernization the group loses its

disabilities, but also al Previous training
and orientation often h 'more successfully

the same time the

to be surrendered along with

"".-"":-';.-“' i :
enter the profession g workplace " they ﬂ themselves
= ;
politically and mili to handle tools

which, in the wrong could prove powerful and dangerous. Some

ity il 53 ] Y ) » g

tradition of dlsperscul, urbanization and minority,status (Ernesf Gellner :

o ARIRNNIUNNINENRE

Scheffer cites several cases of diasporas in terms of their
impacts or influence in the political, ideological social arenas. She raises
the case of the Irish community in the US which has become increasingly
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involved in support for the IRA. She also reasons that Greeks in the US
are engaged in a nationalist revival in their increased activities on behalf
of their homeland; and finally, American Blacks who continue to show

interest in African matters and especially in developments in South

Africa. All these ethnic groups '# ified their pressure on US
foreign policy makers. (Scheﬂﬁm }s
Esman studi ‘ CQ::I“ in Southeast
Asia particularly in I?g . h\vnce, upon both
hould Jbe it

homeland and host soci ever, that some

elements of his analysis curate. With regard
to Chinese Diaspora in

entrepreneurs operate thro

J"Ix‘

-.d.‘

of Byzantine complexity beyonJ”

noted that these networks have now largely dlsappeared because all forms

of foreign invesmﬁtﬂeﬁ@dgﬁl %@W@ aa.ﬁ}\%auve if they

have their basis in dfeas of legitimatesbusiness.
9 RIANNTUNRIINYIAY
Even though diasporas seems to be one form of trans-state
ethnic nation with its population structured along the lines of dual
loyalties, there is a tendency for diaspora populations to assimilate into the

mainstream society of the host country,
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particularly where there is no element of socio-cultural bias and

discrimination.

AULINENINYINT
AR TN TN
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Conceptual Framework

This conceptual framework is developed from the general
ideas and definitions proposed by Sheffer, Weiner and Gellner. But it
should be remembered that tho E and definitions were

proposed on the basis of Wes&cepu nS.and_some of the criticisms

f wa, particularly
inese, wi h most Western

can not explain the prese

diaspora of the Mon :
scholars are unfamiliar.
and journalists come

China’ s New Confidence ,

Wlﬂ S I G B BT o on
stream, many beheve that a monurhental shiftsin A
tectonic plaa m&ﬁ\ﬁﬂ mum ’]‘g m ﬂgﬁ:ﬁes in

the shifting role of the Chinese diasporas, once regarded by Peking as a

capitalist opposition in exile. Today, those same expatriates are
bankrolling the investment surge that has transformed the Motherland and
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helped stave off communist collapse. When the People’s Republic was
in its infancy, rich, successful Chinese were stigmatized as ethnic as well
as class traitors, making them objects of suspicion at home, and the

targets of Peking’s vituperative propaganda abroad. But in the past few

years, Chinese tycoons from So uﬁﬁ? ia, Hongkong, even Ta1wan,
have been greeted by the Co Pekmo as if they were

heads of state. Up to 80 p of on of foreign money
invested in China as of ﬁe ‘ \t, Chinese money
going home.

I herein

to sustain its lifeline. First, in m re--.;' the dissolution of their

-"".-"'".--.-f'. ij.-' =
cultural distinctiveness and social -~ pora  population

boundaries which are composed of one or more nationalistic components

o e 4] T R ISR T

channels : social o&ortumty , education, technology-based advantage and

mass modils s 1 bivefuic i il Herdabl 1ch5b e of

their cultural elements have inevitably been led to the dustheap of history
by the standard idiom-based civilization of their greater host society.
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Secondly, the diaspora population has consciously or
unconsciously developed certain new cultural forms, such as accent,
belief, idiom, and professional identity out of the combination between
their own culture and that of the host society. This can be seen in the

cases of Mon, and Chinese diasporaji i , and Indian, and Chinese
O :
diaspora in Malaysia. The ception of their culture
por y reason by P

77,

e part @ research. Some

clements of the impact area concept aredeveloped from studies by

Scheffer (1986) :ﬁ uﬂr’amﬂn;ﬂﬂ m‘icted articles

In journals W gastem
Economic Revie f:,q.e nde and some up-to-date Thai

published documents.

1. Political Impact
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Diaspora members may turn to their homeland in

facilitating or achieving their political objectives in their host country.
The government of the home country may try to negotiate with the host
country through diplomacy or otherwise financially and militarily support
the Diaspora members a clande Sltllatlon which discomfits
the host countly S oovemmeq_;@ ises, the diaspora members

country towards their
la : ificant economic and

may attempt to influence

homeland, particularly i

political roles.

the authorities or

intolerant inhabitants of eFhe host country , may lead to socio-cultural

Sl ﬂuEJ’WIEJﬂ‘ﬁ‘WEJ’]ﬂ‘ﬁ
) M&jﬂép@ﬁﬂim UANINYAY

Diaspora members in some cases, propagandize ideas,

thoughts or ideologies which seem contrary to the norm or law of the
host country with regard to national ideological solidarity and unity.



25
Diaspora members are sometimes divided in their attitudes, political or
social, towards their home country’s government. This ideological
divergence may lead to embarrassment for the host government in

dealing with the home country in the area of international relations.

4. Economic act ‘ /
|/
Diaspora mem@ co with the home coumry s

government, so as to y _ﬁw::em, trade and
technology transfer. - a" thre host country’s

government, particularl g sizable trade

surpluses with the ho éﬂinese diasporas in
Southeast Asia, entre 1 the ) ve assisted the home

country in developing key ﬂ as well as infra-structure

‘l"'u

through trans-state financial and

= .-u-.f ( - 2
case that some busi ss\nen in the diasporas through their contacts, have

assisted their non-ethnic: business cou Jﬁl‘le government of

their host country by accaeleraling lrans-s%te labor and financial flows

mmmmMﬂ%ﬂ?ﬂﬂﬂ§W81ﬂ§

Mu@gm_m@m UANINYAY

The unit of analysis is the political, economic, socio-cultural
and ideological impacts produced and reflected among the three major
areas : the diaspora, the home country and the host country.
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The method of data analysis will proceed through the
following stages:
1. To collect all the relevant materials on the subject from
a variety of sources, such as journals, magazines, previous research

works, The documented Speeche\i’ Wcmns data recorded from

interviews and at seminars. \:\

';ﬂ_t; into the three major

Bl ‘::." ! ‘{
) - - "f o
interrelated areas wherg)impacts are pmdumﬁﬁfd namely, the

patterned impacts as well as ax;ﬂz:ﬂ‘[e

5. To cdn;plete any 1mpre015e sequences of the impact

ot amons o A4y i i i o

the field work. ACthis stage, the data from the field work is expected to
confiom a@ Vi \o8] Gaba bl ] '11'1] S hE b Bl catea
situations or events

6. To test the hypothesis

Even though the methodological process is designed to
confirm the accuracy of the analysis, it needs to have certain interested



academics to supervise all the stages of the methodological process.

select the following distinguished academics:
1. Dr. Chayachoke Chulasiriwongs, The

Department of International Relations, Chulalongkorn

k % Department of
!d
; i T—
—

4. i an Studies, Thammasat
Umniversity il

4-‘

Chulalongkom Umver51ty

ﬁﬂﬁ@%ﬂ‘ww

Thzu-Mon Assogiation

’QW’m\ﬂﬂiﬂJﬂJWI’JﬂEﬂﬂﬂ
Field Work

1. Observation

=)

2. Structured Interview

27
I
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One hundred Mon individuals who are supposed to be

observed as well as interviewed will be selected on the basis of their own
hierachy of leadership. This means that this targeted group must be
answerable to the general affairs of the Mon nationlists and of course that

they have been elected to parump %asmn—makmg process in

the main areas, of mass co )nd logistics. These one

hundred individuals will be t_h?—@uﬂ categories: 40
from the group of refugees’ 30 fiown th "M-Mon diaspora

population and 30 Mo m these different
social categories is made each category has

ho may possess a

=
*L‘,”

population largely due to their status of 2 homeland inhabitants and

oA 7 N "
holding non-Thai citizéfship. § 7 > ﬂj'elated activists

who are socioculturally " dist n the i the homeland ,

|
naturally possess a less s';]ﬁng sense of ethmc nationalism.

AULINYNININT

As fot field observation, I will observe the modes and
kinds of s |k hoplel by e Mo ndichal & 16 idehs for
social cohesign which they emphasize through those adopted media. This
work requires close observation largely because it deals with the
sensitive issues of culture and media. I need to take account of the

detailed setting and daily activities of those selected individuals. As
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mentioned, the field observation plays an import role in the field work
but at the same time it may turn the field work into a kind of socio
culturally-biased writing if the reseercher lacks the value-free skill of
observation precisely because an observed subject needs interpretation.
On this point, I view myself as h jc social knowledge of the

Mons , ranging from Dvam(tm&n‘t
history. It is the researcher

culture to local Mon

ledge of the context

who can most succes
effective way. In the
works carried out by

of the Asian context.

As explained in thfmuo

.--"*:_: .«“.‘p

analysis, the result of | {_Ih field work will be M&/ to complement
i )eojf this work. In

the process of ana1y51s

other words, thls work is composed of two ma]or parts: library research

and field msencﬁ%r%x&q k| k¢ @cwegﬂmﬂ@ confirm the

accuracy of data agllalysm as well asg’ provide yery detailed records of

evenis. T Shoud b kd ke b i e pace

attached to the action or reaction among the three major areas needs the

very detailed data from the fieldwork in conjunction with the well
structured data from the library research. Moreover, the data from the

examination of the mode and kind of communication will be used to
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explain the relation between those modes and kinds of communication
adopted by the Mon nationals and the varying degree of impacts
produced and reflected among the three major areas of Mon diaspora
refugee camps, host country (Thailand), and home country (Mon state).

As for the s ilews, the following
questions will be posed to d& &
1. of communication: circulation of
information, learning, 4 fo % have you adopted
/)

in your group,s commui /
2. WhatsSpegiall opic, .-'..-- to report the

situation in Burma (for eXa 10lations, culture, social

gatherings, political meetings) _
i ‘ Sl
3. What kind of meﬁkj magazine, radio broadcast,

.-r"rl:p::' 4’ -;'_:" - i

facsimile, television b(Q;dcast, academlg mm

commonalties.

A A AR i oo

of those adopted miodes of media (for example, public protesg authority

warning) QW’W ANNIUNRIINYTR S

Are you satisfied with your adopted media and its
operation, if not, how can it be improved ?
6. What kind of data do you send through your media?
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7. What problems arising from the operation of those

media are the Mon nationalists facing?
8. From your viewpoint, what is the main theme of the

edia operation?
for the continuance of
<
é \ :\ expenence in

ic, social and

Mon ethnic nationalism ?

9. Who has paid the
10. What do you 7

the Mon national commump.
1. wmg/ '

using the strategies and
12,

ideological have influe nication through mass

media.

13. on its strategies and
techniques of social cq;hmlm&aﬁon thro

14. it ideas or the o -u think is most

I
effective in mobilizing your group members for pohllcal and economic

onde? AULINENINYINT

at is the diffeyence between your nationhood

- Wam ANBSNAIINYNAY

Do you think your nationalistic sentiment would

survive in the absence of effective mass media?
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It should be noted that the field observation of the real

situation, where the Mon nationalists use all the techniques of media as
well as the virtual mode of social communication, is lent more weight

than the interview technique since people usually do not reveal what they

grips with what theme ofside ‘Whiat 'modes dia they use in the

maintenance of their I greater trans-state

ethnic nationalism. At. that this field work

will avoid the pitfalls of oA ‘ . \ vell as misperception

with regard to the multi- siritext ofihe Mon nationals.

AULINYNINYINT
PRIAATUAMINYAE
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