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AMPIKA YAKHAMPOR : DYNAMISM AND ROLE OF THE VILLAGE GUARDIAN SPIRIT
BELIEF AND RITUAL IN BAN MAI LUNG KHON, AMPHOE MAE SAI, CHANGWAT CHIANG

RAI. ADVISOR : PROF. SIRAPORN NATHALANG, Ph.d, 103 pp.

This thesis aims to study the dynamism and role of village guardian spirit belief and ritual in
Ban Mai Lung Khon, Mae Sai District, Chiang Rai Province. The researcher collected field data
during 2009 - 2010 concerning the village social contexts and the ritual contexts of the tree
important village guardian spirit rituals namely, the annual worship of Chao Poh Kham Daeng,
the Song Kroh Ban Ritual and Liang Mueang, village guardian spirit, ritual. .The thesis analyzes
the ritual dynamism and role of village guardian spirit belief and ritual on the Tai Lue people

who migrated from Sipsongpanna to settle down in this village.

The analysis on the belief and ritual concerning village guardian spirits reveals that
there are both physical and ritual dynamism. The physical dynamism is reflected on the changing
of the village shrine’s location which was previously at the end of the to the village center
in order that people can get access to the sacred space more easily. Regarding the belief
and ritual dynamism, firstly, the name of northern Thai guardian spirit, Chao Poh Kham Daeng, was
adopted to be the name of Ban Mai Lung Khon village guardian spirit. Secondly, the amount of
rituals are increased since the Tai Lue adopted certain northern Thai rituals to be part of the
village guardian spirit rituals. Moreover, certain components of the ritual are also changed to

correspond with the changing village social context.

The analysis of the role of the ritual reveals that the three rituals concerning the village
guardian spirit are: firstly, transmitting Tai Lue culture in new social context, secondly,
spiritually uniting Ban Mai Lung Khon villagers regardless whether they are Tai Lue, Northern Thai

or Shan ethnic and providing spiritual security for all villagers.

Academic Year : 2011
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