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BODHISATTVA

WOOTTINAN CHAISRI: PHROMMACHAK: A STUDY OF LANNA RAMAKIAN
AS  JATAKA  LITERATURE. ADVISOR:  ASSOC.PROF.SUCHITRA
CHONGSTITVATANA, Ph.D., CO-ADVISOR: ARTHID SHERAVANICHKUL,
Ph.D., 183 pp.

This research aims to study the characteristics of Jataka Literature, both form and
content, in Phrommachak, a Lanna Ramakian transcribed by Singha Wannasai. It also
demonstrates how Phrommachak is adapted to Jataka and compares and contrasts
Phrommachak to other Lanna Jataka literary texts and other local Ramakians.

The study finds that Phrommachak imitates the structure from the Jataka-
atthakatha in which a story comprises the story of the present, the story of the past, and
the connection, which is also found in the Pannasa Jataka.

Another significant characteristic of Jataka Literature found in Phrommachak is the
influence of the concept of Karma which influences the behavior of each character who
commits good and bad deeds and has to deal with the consequences. Nobody is exempt
from the law of Karma. This serves as a lesson to teach the audience to adhere to morality.

The character of the Bodhisattva in Phrommachak is clearly adapted to comply
with the characteristic of Jataka Literature. Rama is altered from a great heroic warrior in
the original story to a Bodhisattva who fulfills perfection to attain Buddhahood. To idealize
the Bodhisattva, immoral behaviors such as killing or committing bad deeds are avoided.
The idealized Bodhisattva in Phrommachak is created in order to promote faith in

Buddhism among its audiences. He is an exemplary figure for Buddhists to emulate.

Department : THAI Student’s Signature

Field of Study : THAI Advisor's Signature

Academic Year :_2011 Co-advisor’s Signature
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