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Properties of the Verb Mii in Thai
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Department Linguistics
Academic Year 1983
ABSTRACT

This thesis is an analysis of the syntactic and semantic
properties of the verp mii which is the main verb of a seéntence
in Thai within the Generative Transformation framework as proposed
by Noam Chomsky (1965) /and thé Case Taeorv as proposed by Charles

J. Fillmore {1968) and wWallace L. Cnafe (1970).

The analysis makes it possible to propose the following
generalization about the syntactic and semantic properties of the
verb mii in Thai. "mii are 4 lexical items which can be distinguished
by 8 syntactiec criteria:; the co - occurence with the comparative
degree word ggég, the occurence, of~the verb -mii, in. the sentence-
initial position, the indispensability of a context, the occurence

- ~

after the post r verb khug, < the) negation with majs ~the |co -occurence
with preverb paj and maa, the co ~occurence with Qéér complementizer
and the movement of the post - verbal noun phrase to.the sentence «

initial position these verb mii are, therefore, to bhe 2 lexical



entries which are homophonous and homograplhic, In one entry, there
is only one lexical item, intransitive - state verb mii, which
means “"rich". In the other entry, there are three poivsemic

lexical items: intransitive - existential verb gii,‘ which means .
"happen," transitive - possessive verb m;i, which means "possess,”

and transitive - equative verb | i, jwhich meahs "be" or "equal to,"

J
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