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TO MORPHOLOGICAL PROCESSES IN KHMER: A DIACHRONIC STUDY.

ADVISOR : PITTAYAWAT PITTAYAPORN, Ph.D. 275 pp.

This research examines the morphological status of the lexical patterns in Thai that
correspond to infixation processes in Khmer from the 13" century CE to the present.
By comparing phonological and functional relations between words and word pairs showing
lexical patterns resembling Khmer infixation, this study finds that the morphological status of
the lexical patterns from the 13" century CE to the present do not show two important
characteristics of morphological processes, namely regularity and productivity. With respect
to regularity, no clear phonological and functional relations exist. As for productivity,
vocabulary items showing the lexical patterns are all from Khmer, indicating that the patterns
cannot productively apply to words in Thai. Therefore, this study shows that the lexical
patterns corresponding to Khmer infixation are not morphological processes in Thai, neither
morphological borrowing from Khmer nor analogy in Thai, the patterns are originated from

Khmer lexical borrowing.
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