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Scientific Methodology in Social
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Samerchai Poolsuwan

ABSTRACT

The author who is a geneticist by training has had an experience of being
involved in various social and cultural research works, solely to serve his personal
interest. In this paper he attempted to demonstrate how his scientific background
has helped him ideologically as well as conceptually to pursue such kinds of
research. At first, he reviewed his philosophical perception on doing research as
a means of seeking for the truth. He emphasized that the scientific truth is relative
in the sense that it depends up on the selected supportive evidence, the inter-
pretation at choice of that evidence, and the common sense that exists in the
communication system. Any particular relative truth, therefore, needs to be
seriously evaluated under different sets of evidence and interpretation as well as
under different ideological paradigms of the common sense. The ideological
competition in such that sense is supreme in the scientific world. The author
then demonstrate in details how his research ideology was put into use via
the analysis of his five selected research works comprising three studies on the
history and ethnography of the Tai peoples and the other two on the symbolic
and semiotic meanings of traditional Thai paintings.
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