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Research in Psycho-Behavioral Science in Thailand

Duangduen Bhanthumnawin

ABSTRACT

Multidisciplinary research studies in Behavioral Science, with emphasis on
psychology, studying causes of desirable behaviors in different types of Thai people,
has commenced since 1974. There are now more than 100 psycho-behavioral science
research studies. The first twenty studies were the basis for the Thai psychological
theory of moral and work behavior. Furthermore, these research findings together
have shown direct applications for the development of the Thais, such as training
programs, policy-formations, as well as, psychological and behavioral indicators.
This is due to the fact that the studies in this tradition have adhered closely
to scientific principles and methodologies. The assessments used were constructed
with high quality. More importantly, this group of studies has emphasized the
testing of hypotheses of cause and effect relationships concerning human phenomena,
by employing two well developed research designs. First, is the correlational and
comparative design with appropriate control techniques. In this article, seven
different aspects of the research methodologies has been given, with examples from
the Thai studies conducted from 1977 to 2000. The second type of research design used
is an experimental design together with correlational design, where the researchers
employed both manipulated as well as non-manipulated independent variables
within the same study, in order to extend and explain the experimental
findings. In this article, four different aspects of research methodologies are
given together with illustrated studies. The continuation of this research
tradition is evident in the principle project on research and development
of the Thai behavioral system (1994-present) which has been strongly
supported by the National Research Council of Thailand at present.
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