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ABSTRACT

o

e

The purpose of this study were to evaluate teacher’s knowledge and attitude with perception
about efficiency -of the fluoride in prevention of dental caries . Self-administered questionnaires were
sent to the primary school teacher of Phayathai School , BKK ,Thailand in February 2001.A total of
114 teachers had been responded . (100%)The complete questionnaires , that consist of 30 items and
divided to 3 parts such as knowledge , attitude about fluoride and fluoride usage . The result showed
that the knowledge that over 50% of teachers answered correctly were 8 from 15 questions . The most
correct answer was that 84.2% of teachers knew that fluoride makes tooth enamel more resistant to
decay . The least correct answer was that 23.7% of teachers knew that fluoride didn’t clean the teeth .
When teacher were asked attitude about the fluoride prevention of children’s tooth decay . The most
of teachers , thought that it should have some training about fluoride’s knowledge and children should
have received fluoride under counseling of dentist or dental personnel . It was aiso found that trainiﬁg
in dental health issue not affected the teacher’s knowledge and attitude toward responsibilities . {p >
0.05) The most of teacher receive dental health knowledge was from television . Finding indicate that
there is a need to educate teacher more comprehensively about fluoride prevention of dentat caries . In
conclusion , the most of primary school teachers of Phayathai School have correct knowledge about

fluoride and there have had positive attitude about the fluoride prevention of dental caries .
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